[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.wmf]                                                                                                                                                [image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



Model Warship Combat (MWC), Inc. is a group of fun loving people who build and battle 144th scale warships from World War I and World War II. The ships are 2’-7’ long, 5”-12” wide and weigh 5lbs-60lbs. They are sheeted with 1/32nd balsa wood and are armed with low powered bb guns. The ships are battery powered and remote controlled. The bbs shoot through the thin balsa wood and make small (Sometimes large) holes in the hull. Each ship has a pump on board, but when the damage is too great the ship sinks. The ships are designed and built to take the punishment, and are very easy to repair. Usually a repair is no more than covering a bb hole with a silkspan patch (very much like tissue paper but stronger) and a light covering of glue or quick-drying paint. When dry, the hole is patched. The sensitive electronics, including the bulk of the radio equipment, are usually protected from the water, either through the use of watertight boxes, or by some other form of waterproofing. The electrical drive motors aren't usually protected, as it's not too hard to find inexpensive motors that aren't bothered by exposure to water. 

Having remote controlled bbs flying around seems to be asking for trouble, be we try our best to think of safety first. As mentioned above, the bb cannons are relatively low-powered, firing the bbs hard enough to give a good sting but not hard enough in most cases to break the skin. Thus our main concern is for eye-safety, and we have other safety rules in place to try and keep the bbs down below eye-level of most adults. For instance, the destroyers and cruisers tend to roll quite a bit when they turn, and so bb cannons are only allowed to fire directly off the bow and/or stern on these ships, to cut down on the shots going high. Even with all of our precautions, bbs will bounce, and as such, eye protection for all combatants and spectators is mandatory. 

Fiberglass hulls are available for sale by individuals and companies. Two suppliers have been very helpful to rookies who want to purchase a fiberglass hull kit; Battle Wagons and Battler's Connection.  Both have a great selection of hulls, and complete warship kits and accessories. The owners of Battle Wagons, Rob Stalnaker & Carl Camurati, have been in the hobby for many years, Battler's Connection is owned by Charley Stephens both are very helpful to rookies building their first warship. The kits are very complete, including everything you need to construct a working model warship. 
The local club in MN is Port Polar Bear. We meet 1-2 times a month for a battle or building in the winter. Battles are typically held in Ham Lake in one of the club member’s back yard. We also have battles in Roseville and Chanhassen when his pond is not available. 

Battles are two sorties. Before each sortie all ships load their bbs, CO2 tanks and batteries. When battle is called each team tries to sink the other team’s ships, or at least give them more holes then you get in return. After you run out of bbs or are in danger of sinking you call “Five minuets”. You then start your timer and have to stay on the water without shooting anyone for five minuets. After all ships are off of their five everyone reloads bbs and CO2, small ships can change batteries. Then we repeat the process for sortie two. After both sorties holes and sinks are counted to find the winning fleet. The battles are fast and action packed, a “Knife fight in a phone booth”. Ships typically have their guns aimed to hit the water only a few inches away from their own hull. So you have to pull right up next to someone to make holes in them.
Membership in MWC, Inc. is open to any person interested in the hobby of R/C model warship combat. There are no age limits to join, however minors must have a parent or guardian sign their membership form. The hobby of model warship combat is an excellent opportunity for parents to become involved with their children in a life-long hobby that encourages creativity through experimentation and construction of model ships combined with good sportsmanship and teamwork by participation in combat events.
MWC offers assistance to beginners in selecting and building combat ships through electronic forums and contacts with veteran captains. Local chapters of the MWC sponsor several combat events and meetings throughout the year (but usually during the winter for non-combat building sessions) that the beginner can use to aid their entry into the hobby. Our main event (Our Super Bowl) for the year is the National Championships (Nats) held in July of each year at varying places around the country.

Since MWC is a corporation, this has allowed it to secure a liability insurance policy to cover both the organization and its members during R/C warship combat activity. This insurance is included in the price of dues so all MWC members are automatically covered. The MWC organization can also assist local members in securing locations to enjoy the hobby of R/C model warship combat. Our safety and ship construction rules are geared towards minimizing the inherent dangers to both participants and bystanders that are posed by our ships. Safety is the number one driving force behind MWC. Having fun and good fellowship with friends is the second.
Port Polar Bear has local battlers in Chanhassen, Chaska, Jordan, St Paul, Bloomington, Inver Grove Heights, Ham Lake, Mora, St. Cloud & Wisconsin.
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