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Getting Away from Crowded Radio
Channels

By: Kevin Hovis

At the present time, I'm listening to Fluegel talk me a
tape. He was saying the April Hullbusters is the hardest to get
articles for. He suggested an article about getting a HAM [i-
cense. So here we go into how to get the license.

First off, what it required to operate an R/C radio in
the 50 MHz (6 meter) band? You need at least a Technician
Class Federal Communication Commission license. In order to
get that license, you have to pass a 35 question multiple
choice written test administered by either a FCC examiner or
Volunteer Examiners (VEC) - non Fed hams. The VEC's are all
members of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) who
coordinates the VEC's and tests around the country. Since it's
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more difficult to get to FCC offices, you'll proba-
bly find VEC's giving tests near you. Also, you
DO NOT have to know Morse code to pass the Tech
test, which is good. The test questions basically deal
with FCC regulations, Electrical Theory, and proper Ra-
dio procedure. All that is covered in some excellent
study resources.

| first e-mailed Bryan Finster about how he went
about getting a license. Bryan suggested going to Ra-
dio Shack and get the book "Now You're Talking” from
the American Radio Relay League. | also looked at the
_web page of the employee ham radio club at work and
found that one of the guys in my department was into
ham radio. | talked to him personally about this. He
turned me onto a web page that has practice tests
made at random from the current test question pool
from the Federal Communication Commission. That
web page is: www.qrz.com . Look towards the bottom
left hand side for the practice tests. My friend at work
also loaned me the "Now You're Talking" book to study.
The book is excellent for explaining the theories found
in the questions and definitely will help your study. The
first time | took the on line test, | scored 70%. | took the
tests many times over the next few weeks and scored
more than 80% each time afterwards, with a few
100%'s in there too.

When you feel ready, now is the time to find a VEC
giving a test. | checked out the ARRL's web page at
www.remote.arrl.org for a list of local tests. The nearest
test was in Poplar Bluff, MO on March 3 and the cost (
a nationwide standard) is $10. | traveled to the test site
and was surprised that the local Ham club was having
their regular meeting with food and drinks! After the
nice dinner, the testing came. | finished within 20 min-
utes. | didn't finish first, but did get done rather quickly
after the first one. There was some concern though, the
VEC had gotten the wrong test answer overlay to check the
tests. This was quickly fixed and | had passed with a score of
33 out of 35. One more thing, the VEC's will need a copy of a
picture ID to send into the Feds with your test score. The FCC
rules say you can't use the privileges of your license until your
name shows on the FCC database. Check grz.com and look at
new hams for your name. Mine showed up the Friday following
the test and | finally received the paper license about two
weeks later. One last item deals with our combat club require-
ments. In order to use a ham radio, the clubs secretaries need
a copy of the license then the frequency czar will issue you a
channel. | have done that for the MWC and will now reside on
Ch 08 for MWC battles!
James K. Hovis
(KCOJYW)
2295 Highway J
Fredericktown, MO 63645

&) INTRODUCTION.

Welcome aboard the lost liners DKM Hull Busters. In 20 years this
is the latest issue ever! Four have been mailed on the last day of the
month, and two after their “Posted Logo Month”. Well, authors are
scarce and treasured, and we just had to wait for the articles. Stll,

they do come and I remain excited to receive them. The Springfield
regional is about to erupt, and the water temperatures are rising. The
outlook for war is high, and so is the outlook for fun. For now, re-
main calm and dry, and enjoy “the authors of Hull Busters”.
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