-
-
-

LR R

HAT WL
q W BEST OF
i SAiE 87-

-"BC'8lIi!i*ﬁﬁliit‘.tllt&iil‘&l

fER R RS

INTRODUCTION
Gosh it was great to see all my dear friends
at the 1986 NATS. I know we were all glad to
see that Dan Hamilton is back in Men's clothesl!
Well, sit back and enjoy 5 different authors
tell about the first 5 days of the 1986 NATS.

SATURDAY
From Port Polar Bear-CURLY BARRETT

| crammed everything | could find into the
station wagon (except Amy). Amy stood by my
side as | ran down the list of things | must have
forgotten. With a good luck kiss | was on my
way to Springfield.

Saturday...5:00 AM. Actually, the trek to
NATS started much earlier for some, but most
of the people arrived on Saturday evening. |
was not sure what to expect. | knew that |
was supposed to cover the arrival of all of the
battlers, so | made sure | was the twenty-fifth
person to show up.

The first person | met was Martin Schneider.
He flashed me that patented "SMILE" of his, then
he straightened wup, turned around and
introduced himself to me. Martin took me to the
shop to unload my stuff and | got to meet the
guys that | had talked to for so many long hours.
wow- That must be Stan Watkins, the founder
of the hobby.
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Vicious Rumors

The Italian Navy still won't admit that their
ships spend more time on the bottom fhan on
the surface. They have yet to explain mhy the
vittorio Veneto was recently dr ydocked to
remove barnacles Trom the inside of the
hull...

That looks like John Jass, and there is Chris
Pearce. No Fluegel...??? Hi, My name is Jeff
Poindexter (the man who charged me the first
$15 in this very expensive hobby).

Two people entered the room, handshakes and
greetings flew as fast as spurt guns. It was
Terry Darby and Dan Dees, who had come all the
way from Oregon (2 long way to come to be
ALLIEDHD. They made the rounds and then
started setting up their ships and dockyards.
Terry was hurriedly digging his own grave with
the North Carolina.

The Allies were out to win this year. Dan Dees
was quick to show off one of his most
commonly used tactics. The dockyard smoke
screen. All the rookie(s) gathered ‘round to see
how the veterans burn their boats. It was
begining to look like the Axis group was HOT,
but the Allies were SMOKIN'. (The score at the
end of the week: Dan Dees-9 Fires; Stan
Watkins-8 fires. Martin could only manage 3.)

"Pardon me, you're standing on my software."
It was that floppy disk jockey -Tom Jass. Let's

go to dinner!! Stan insisted that we go to
GEORGE'S. We argued with him, but you know

how Stan can be. We could not all sit together
so | have no idea what was said at the other
tables. | was just glad that Fluegel was not
there yet. My last few hours before a week of
“smallitude”.

We had a long "serious” talk about the F-1S
stealth fighter. Stan had a double order of
Mozzarella cheese. John Jass told the story of
the two picnickers who said "What was that?”
"l didn't see anything, but didn't that sound like
an F-19 just crashed?"

| was very at home and just starting to
realize that the people are what this hobby is
really about. No one seemed concerned with the
upcoming battle. It was an understood feeling
that the Axis were favored.




































