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H U I L B U S I E R S | if one forgets battleships, Pluegel and I were
each saved by a pump in the 81 NATS. This however

was not a deciding factor in who was victor. I
think that for the 83 NATS some predictions can be
made. A pump will be a necessity.

A pump has been shown to prevent at least some
sinkings. One of the things that hasn't been de-
termined is how effective a simgle pump in a
cruiser can be. Can a single pump make a cruiser
"sink proof"™ or can it be overloaded easily by
hits in the right place? The two big variables
will be design and reliability. Some unknown
flukes will always appear such as Steve's splin-
tering hull where one BB hit would produce a
large hole.’

The other aspect which interrelates with pumps
is gunnery skill and numbers of guns. Gunnery
has markedly improved since the 81 NATS. This is
a point not widely appreciated. In 1981 when
pumps were legal they were not a decisive factor
in winning or losing the nationals and the main
reason was poor gunnery. Sinks were somewhat un-

INTRODUCTION

our logo is a bit unusual this issue, but
there is a reason. Sherry Watkins had a baby
boy, named Steven Walt Watkins! Congratulations!
There is no greater blessing and we're very hapPy

for the watkins. Well, there is a greater bless- usual. Even if one eliminates sinks by battle-
ing now that I think about it, and it was also a ships there were probably more sinks by cruisers
baby boy, named Jesus, the most precious gift : in the '82 NATS than there were in the '8} NATS.
ever given. That reminds me, the Wluerel's hope One of my predicticns is that although we might .
all our R/C combat friends have a wonderful not see the best cruisers have any better gunnery
Christmas and get lots of neat stuff, like plan we will see more people with good guns. I am here
sets, ‘guna, radios..... defining good guns as guns which fire regularly

Since last Hull Rusters there's been a lot on command and guns which allow 10 to 15 individ-
happening. A big battle in Amarilleo and the First ual spurts on a hundred BR magazine. Some ships
Annual Eastern Regionals in Alabama. Terrl'; Darby have arproached this degree of effectiveness. I
is planning on having the next Regionals in Spring feel this is close to maximum and better gun-
of 83, probably in East Tennessee. will require design changes.

Issues still happily debated are ranks, subma- One factor that needs to be considered is that
rines, and where to buy inexpensive, amall, quiet maximal effectiveness of the side mounted gun on
motors. If you have already had successful sea the battleship hasn't been reached. There was
trials with some motors that are available, let nobody in the 82 NATS with 2 side mounted guns on
us know about them! wWell, find yourself a quiet each side which were reliable. Although battle-
moment and enjoy the last 50 cents Hull Busters, ships were seldom out of ammunition totally they
I'm sure it will be thrilling! were freqently out of ammunition in side mounted

™ guns while still having ammunition in front and

rear guns. Consequently I think we will see
battleships with more fire power. We won't see
cruisers with any more firepower but we will see
more cruisers with working firepower.

I think consequently that what we will see in
the '83 NATS is more destruction (hits) but fewer
sinks. I feel allowing pumps in cruisers will
somewhat eliminate battleship domination. oOne
has to think about which direction you would like
the sport to go. If we want to see more sinks
the obvious answer would be to outlaw pumps alto=-
gether. Battleships would still have an advan=-
tage because of sheer volume. More ships would
probably use water-tight boxes because they would
8llow return to combat much sooner. That is my
basic argument why I don't feel that this would
be good because we need to keep it simple and
water-tight boxes are harder to build than pumps.

I felt that most of the rule changes for 82-83
were very good. One has to think of their conse-
cuences and has to think of which direction one
would like the sport to go.

At this point T would like to add my two bits

QLD PHOTOS
In the April issue T did a "gow to build a
bilge pump" Article. Since then I have develeped

an old roll of film and da-da, a photo of my about submarines. Tt seems as though a lot of
bilge pump components. BRetter late tha; ne“ir' energy has been spent discussing this rather aca-
it e Ak i 1t S G ) RO .. demic subject. My personal attitude is that if
someone is crazy enough to build one let him.
PRESIDENTS PAGE five them the same rules as destrovers and state
that the guns must be either in the coning tower
or in the deck guns. I personally don't feel

™he Columbus days battle was an interesting

battle from several aspects. THe Axies won and

Uhare weren’t any batiieships in the batile.. 1 . JISS’NFEAe %S erry shcai thea being mivesre.
was solely a cruiser battle. It will probably be our scale. Neither do I feel rams should be al=-
the last battle in Amarillo in 1982 because of lowed. I don't think the argument that it's not
cold weather. The southeastern regionals haven't realistic doesn't hold. The chief weapon in WW
been held yet though. Tt however was probably the TIT was the aircraft carrier and it isn't even
first battle of any size that was foupght with represented.

cruisers with the new rules in operation (mainly ;

legalizing a pump). Of note is the fact that Jeff Martin Schneider
Poindexter was saved from a sink despite a large » yr ;
waterline hit. The only ship sunk was Billy s el &t ﬂ’ﬁ v
Gainers end he had no pump. This however was not A A%4vn4-Lg_

the first time a ship was saved by a pump. Even




































