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Peace Talks

By Mercury Peabody
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After reading John Curly Barrett's gripping article
and interview for Rookie of the Year, I sat back and
asked myself, "what did he do, 30 right, that it made
hirm reliable?® First off, [ noticed that he was Axis. 1
thought mavybe it was just that simple, but in double
cherking the archives we ran across a case in the '81
Nats where an Allied ship was reliable. That shot the
easy theory. It could of course have been his desire to
impress his lovely fiance, Amvy. But then I noticed
the secret ingredient. He talked tapes! Some of you
out there aireadyv talk tapes and that is great. This
article is for the person who is interested in sinking
the other guy, but can not quite get his Allied act
together.

The first step in talking a tape is to find someone
who wants & tape. That may sound easy, but there
are people cut there who either have no time for
taping, or have no information to send back. I would
suggest sending tapes to anyone who you are
interested in. I personally had heard so much about
Herr Fluegel that 1 could not wait to get a reply from
hirn. Curlv Barrett, on the other hand, was new to
the hobby and mvy asking him questions may be a
little likke the kiind leading the blind. Curly did,
however, have lot's of insight to everthing, since he
had asked each of hit questions to ten different people
There are experts on guns, experts on pumps and
EApEri: on reliability. Take the Rodney, for instance
& reliable cthip - you could always rely on it's being at
the bottorn of the pond

If vou've never talked a tape before 1 would
suggest getting an easy start into the taping circle.
Pick one or two people - no more. Don't, for heaven's
sake, try to talk tapes with everyone, until you see
what kind of time it will take. Some people, like Dan
Hamilton, will turn those tapes around so fast you
will never seem to get the tape out of your house.
There are three types of tape talkers to choose from:

1) Statisticians. These guys know how many Amps a
Wah-Ming motor will draw on 16 volts with & near
stall load after three hours of running on a
multi-level, bitrancycal output resistor. If you ever
want to know the numbers, these guys will have
them, or make them up quick!

¢) Propaganda Pushers These guys are so fired up
about the hobby that their list of "Top Ten Things To
Do" has no three lettered words in it. They are very
fun to tape with and hawve lot's of stories and
OPINIONS.

3) Friends. This is the most important part of the
hebby and the best people to tape with. They will talk
tapes even if neither of you are building & ship or
planning to go to Nats.

Obwriously people fall into more than one category and
there are a few more categories that [ didn't list
because this is supposed to be a positive article. After
you find someone to talk to you need a recorder and a
tape. The quality of tape matters very little. Look at
the "Poop" that Fluegel talks on. Those, not quite top
of the line, tapes are very cost efficient. You only
need a tape which can be played and understood.
Don't get & tape any longer than 30 minutes. You
may find that you will only fill one half of the tape.
Fine! The first tape should be an introductory tape.
"My name is... I'm building... I went Axis because!1!”"
Pretend that the tape recorder ic a telephone and you
are leading a very one sided conversation. You may
want to write & list of questions down Feel free to be
vourself and do whatever is natural My Intro tape
from Stan Watkins included his eating dinner with the
farmly Lot's of pecple tape while driving, as that is

their only free time i
. continued on next page
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This is no drill prepare for the “cutheastern
Spring Regionals. This is the niath bi annual
regionals to be held in Decatur. The lake,
motel, and shop areas will be the szme asz in
the past. We began giving out trophies for
each ship class last regionals as well as the
best of scale and the traveling trophies. This
will continue. The event is to held the first
weekend of May, Saturday iday second, and Sun=-
-day May third., If we finish set up on Friday
some individual combat could occur that after-
-noon as well, The entry fee will be from ten
to twenty dollars depending on insurance cost.
The amount of the entry fee will be kuown for
sure by March first. The entry fee will be due
by Friday April 24th or a five dollar late fee
will be added. For additional information call
or write Dan Hamilton or Mary Hamilton at Rt.
#3 Box 558 Decatur 35603, 205-355-1563. Bye
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now see ya in the spring 113*” {<%$4A?
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when you recieve & tape, listen to 1t and take
notes 1 had to go back to my note: a year later to
find out that the funnv voice in the background of
Carl's tapes were coming from a Bird! Turn the tape
around a: soon as you can. And ask lot's of guestions
LOT'S! If vou are asking about pump turn-cn systems
as your boat plays "Voyage to the hottom of the sea"
at Nats, you didn't ask the right questions on the
tapes ASK< ASF¥.< AfKc<
And now..... the penalties for tape talking
(thece are not recorded, but are noted)

NATS TO YOU

Well its time sgain for snother dreaded edition of "NAIS
TO YOU.* First jtem to address is the recent decision
=y the Executive Board that stated that ‘timer circuits,
extra motors in turning systems (other than normal
oropulsion motors), & greater voltages to motors during
turns are illegal and have not been legael since the 19E5
rule vote. What the members voted was a speed limit rule
for mach ship. The 102 foot distance was only for
testing purposes. fn example is the group of ships that
are allowed to cover the 108 foot course in 22 seconds,
That speed rule means thet the rate of speed for those
ships is 4.55 fi{ per second. Timer circuits in the motor
systeme allows ships to have & burst of power that can
increase speed by as much as S@% for upwards of & to 10
seconds, Thus viclating its legal rete of speed. (Also

a ship's speed limit ‘is still the same for a ship's
forward and/or reverse and zig-zag course speeds.)

lets see what would happen the next time you get a
traffic ticket, and you tell the officer it doesn't

mean you were speeding because you did not maintain

an illegal speed for such & such a distance.

500 points for not finishing & tape {at least one side]

50 point: for incoherent ramkbling. (Accurnalative)

200 pointe for falling asleep on tape (it happens)

25 points for forgetting the person You &re tallung to

100 points for bad mouthing someone in the hobly

£00 point: for bad mouthing the perzon you are
talking to ;

25 points for Coherent rambling (boring)

300 points for reciting oid text books aloud

100 points for poor quality tapes

100 points for each month tape i not returned.

200 points for being Allied (comes with the territory)

50 points for not taking notes from earlier tape.

0-1000 points for singing. (Fluege!l, they made me say

this)

Second; Article 5: Sanctioned Events- states in part...
“...All Bylaws of the International R/C Warship Combat
Club MUST be followed and enforced.".....] will enforce
the rules....maybe not to everybody's likings...but
enforced they will be!

Thirds In response to the “Nuts to You" article in the
Dec '86 issue, (A) If vour ship 1s legal what does it
matter to you 1f its tested or not? Such a nepative
reaction to testing tells me that your ships may not be
in compliance with 'our' rules. This of course may not
be the case. Please take note of the following rules.
Under the Bylaws Z.Construction & Class Rules:

A. Construction & Specifications: d.
states that the "Hull hardness testing (as described...)
shall be by challenge only. The challenge (except if
Contest Director at & club sanctioned event) shall
submit to the same test at the time of challenge.

E. 6uns
4, ",...the Contest Director shall

1 hope to hear from lots of new people. Happy Hobby!

A tale of the sea
THE SOUTHEAST FALL REGIONALS
BY MIKE DE: !
On October 19th the Hamiltons hostec

S.E.Fall Regionals in Decatur Alaba:
participants were as follows.

?:;:Z ;;;:’:iand gif‘};i;‘iglzé;é_{o determine compliance both with shore testing and firing
Jim Lisher Svent Istvan characteristics during battle.”

Jeff Vest U.S.S. Indianapolis These twc cleuses enalbe me to test these two areas

Dan Hamilton H.M.S. Valiant without guestion, While testing hulls T will look at the
Mike Deskin H.X.S. Hood other areas in ship as I will also be a combatant!

Now pay close atention: Also under the Bylauws
J. Vioations

4, "1f a ship 18 in violation
a secret ballot will be teken among all participating
captaines (hoth sides') to decide 1f the violating ship
can compete without correcting the violation. If one
dissenting vote 15 receijved that ehip CANNOT compete
until the violation is corrected.,” Now saince 1 ton
will be battling, 1 cen cast & vote tco., (Remeamber,

Most battlers showed up on friday and spent
the day running speed tests and such with
the exception of Steve who was ready for
action. There were two vidio cameras on
hand. Mary ran one while my brother Sherman,
Fred, or Bill or whoever ran the other. So
we ended up with some excellent coverage.
Saturdays battling commensed with the teams

being. only tskes 'one' diszenting vote!)

BLUE RED That reminds me, if you see & violation ang you don't
Vittorio Veneto Alabama want the violator to bnow you turned him 1n, Just let me
Valiant Svent Istvan bnow and I°'1] tate care of it.

Hood Indianapolis Now for the elimination of sortie averaging. you stated

it had no place in the rules. ( 1 agree with you.)
However it is in the rules. No. 4 Awards. 6 la & 1b.

1 am sorry 1 stated the recommemtation the way 1 did. It
should read ...."50 not to violate the rules what say we
require a minimum of 100 sorties to be eligible. This is
to be voted on by the combatants at the 'captains'
meeting at the NATS." ....Better? Jusl an old softie,
uh Stan?

Light wind Mild seas

As battle opened it appeared that the
shot heard around the world was fired by the
Svent letvan at the Valiant which led the
blue team into the fight. Valiant
concentrated on the cruiser, Hood ran amuc
of the Bama and Istvan, and V.V.
concentrated on the red fleet. The CA would
Tun through her teammates and they would
close the door on her persuers. After 8
minutes the CA was off §. this meant her
teammates would concentrate on the Hood a
little more. She was down by the stern and
listing slightly to port. I found that I
couldn't get the water to Hoods bow pump and
the stern pump wasn't working. After a long
etern chase by the Alabama, Hood headed for

-t

There is another article in this rag esomewhere about ithe
new rules and what 1t means to you at Nationals. So read
it too. Good Hunting, May the Force be With You, & God
Bless and keep you. .

continued on next page
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the channel, and upon entering she sank by
the stern. At full speed bher bow rose out of
the water clear past B turrent. Sad but
pretty. The sorty wound down to a close.
Sorty 2

Start of battle Valiant chasing CA
with V.V, trying to tie up the heavies. Soon
Indy found both enemy capital ships in hot
persuit and couldn't get back to her
teanmates,until she grounded and became the
center of attention. This allowed her mates
to catch up and the battling was fierce. 7
minutes in the Indy went down and the
Valiant went on 5. This found Val in a bad
situation, on 5 and running at full speed
from the Bama who could match her speed.
V.V.'s intervention caused the termination

of the aformentioned chase, obviosly to Vals
approval. To end the sorty Istvan sank on 5.

RED 3770 BLUE 3650 .

Upon recovery of the Hood damage was -
found to be intensive, hits were 3 above, 1
on, and 6 below the water line. Additional
damage was starboard motor seized due to
internal corrosion, rudder lost, broken off
at solder joint due to hitting obsticals |
upon sinking,and turning system, wire in
harness faulty at times, usually in heat of
battle. And last but not least, stern pump
fuse blown.

Fz s1

The sorty started without Hood, rudder
adjustment, with Val chasing CA and V.V.
after Alabama and Istvan. Upon entering the
fight Hood was called into the chase of the
speedy cruiser, but before she could catch
her the Indy had ran aground and sank. Once
again the Hood found herself being chased by
both of the enemy capital ships. Val soon
went on 5 and V.V. had to bail out Hood. The
sorty ended with some Springfield club
action.

S2

Battle starts, Val in for rudder
adjustment, both enemy capital ships
concentrated on Hood which withdrew to awate
the arrival of Valiant. Scon the fighting
got hot and the Bama got rammed and came in
to check, so it was Istvan against the
world. He was scrapping it out with the Hood
for a good while until the Veneto showed up
and allowed Hood to excuse herself to lick
her wounds. Bama soon took up the chase and
Veneto had to bail Hood out again, this time
on a lesser scale. Upon limping back to
shore I found everyone on 5 so Steve charged
over and fired a shot across my bow at point
blank range so my answering salvo landed in

continued on next page -7



OBSERVATIONS OF THE FOUNDING FATHER
By Stan Watkins

Greetings Combatants!

The Dallas "Micro Mini Winter Nationals" was a
blast. It will probably become a regular annual
event. Each year between Christmas and New
Year's Fluegel and I get vacation (at least as
long as he's a teacher). So we decidzd to have
a get together at his house each year, to either
battle (if the weather permits) or to have a
ship repair, building, or detailing session.
Fluegel would be willing (and have room) to host
a few other guests (at least during the day).
So put that on your agenda and talk to Fluegel.
I get Paul's room.

I1f you have any relatives in or near Dallas you
could maybe spend the nights with them and come
over to Fluegel's or to the Lake depending on
the weather. You will probably not have the
wonderful hostess that I had (Kathrine will have
to work those days of 1987). Thanks Kathrine,
the meals were Great! I hope you are not
normally that nice to Fluegel, he'll get
spoiled.

We also discussed other topics. There seems to
be alot of emotional excitement over the
activities of the Board and the Contest
Director. 1 decided (along time ago) that Even
if changes in the rules hapoened that I didnot
like, I was still going to play the game and
enjoy it. Tell me what the rules are and I'll
play by them. I want to play R/C Warship Combat
and I really don't care too much what changes or
interpretations are made. I'm still going to
play because it is a lot of fun. We all know
how it should be done but, hey its still fun
when it has problems. So I'll take my turn
system out of my Oregon City and hope she
doesn't turn into a big fat turkey. If she
does, I1'll build something to suit the new
interpretation. I will be battling! I hop2 you
will be too. It is much more fun with all of
you, but it was fun with just Jeff Poindexter,
Fluegel, and I. It was fun in Dallas with Jeff
and Scot Lide, Tom Harrison, Fluegel, and I. 5o
come on, we can take any interpratation that can
be dished out as long as we get to battle. TI've
played when I was the best and I've played whzn
1 was the worst and it is still great fua. FREven
a horrible interpretation can do nothing mors

than cause you to be the worst. I lived.

Let's Battle (whatever the rules)

Stan

2 continued from previous page

his superstructure. Once again he.closed and
his point gun was brought to bear at close
range, & beautiful set up and Hood was only
crawling out of range, but the salvo came
from hise pumps. Yes folks, he was showering
my ship off. It appears on tape that his
warning shot may have been fired by accident
while attempting to turn on his pumps. So to
this day I don't know if he was aware of my
burst or if he was deserving of it. We can
take it up on the lake next year Steve. My
appoligies none the less...

Saturday evening I spent building a
rudder and wiring my pumps, I put them on
their own set of batteries due to the
excessive current drain from both pumps and
motors. With Veneto on the other side 1
would need to run for longer periods of
time.

Dan Hamilton§

Sunday F3 s1
Red Blue
Svent Istvan Alabama
Indianapolis Valiant
Veneto Hood
STIFF BREEZE CHOPPY SEAS WORRIED HOOD

Eattle opened with Val chasi the
Indy towards one end of the lake and the
Veneto chasing Hood to the .other, this left
Eama to spar with Istvan. Hodd had a bow,
etern, and a port gun, with the port gun
pointing off the port quarter. I'd use my
etern gun until the enemy came up alongside
then use the bow gun. Veneto was slowly
overtaking me so after a few shots from my
aft gun I slowed to let him catch it from my
side mount and found that he came up to
fast. Fow I was getting pounded so I hit
reverse. Well for anyone who has ever seen
the Veneto in reverse you know where that
got me, worse off, so once again it was a
running gun battle. Hood doing most of the
running and Veneto doing most of the
gunning.

Meanwhile Val was doing a good job of
chasing the Indy when she backed into him
and holed him to the point of duct tape.
Veneto slowed up to tzke some of the heat
off of the cruiser, who was in the sights of
the Bama, and Hood exchanged a few with the
Istvan. While I was getting bested by the
Istvan I noticed the Indy standing off a
few feet in front of the VAl, both were
running at high speed. So I figured ['d show
Dan what the battlecruiser was built for. I
entered the chase with an empty bow gun so
upon passing close abroad the British
flagship I saluted and settled down for a
not so long stern chase before pulling ahead
of the enemies starboard bow. So with only
inches of space I crossed the enemies path
and cut my engines to bring my gun up in the
stern. For all the pain and time I could
only bring up one hit for sure, but it was
really nice to watch on vidio. So as the
cruiser passed by, his wake washed
compleatly over my aft gquarterdeck from port
to starboard. Talk about wake up and smell
the salt water! Pumps on, 2ll stop! I almost
euffered the same fate as Exeter at the 85
NATS. Death by flooding.




The
edition of Hull Busters concerning turning systems was
not entirely accurate. The “"News Flash"
points that had been discussed by the members of the
Ex. Board, but at the time there had not been a vote
as to their :zadoption. The Boards interpretation of the
speed rule as :é&dopted

1) A ship may not

of turning systems,
is legal
intent of the speed
detail about this subject will still appear in the Feb.
issue of Hull Busters.
at the same time as the Boards interpretation but it
d:2n't happen that way.

“normal®” is used, be sure that the ship falls within its
allowable speed. Also make certain that the throttle
used in the ship meets the standard outlined. Doing
these two things could
the need to do a minor refit at lakeside.

on the ballot passed. After a recount there was one
proposal that did not pass. Proposal number 10 did
not pass as first reported. Look on your records to
see what this proposal was about.

NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE!
inform tion that was published in the last

did contain

is as follows;

exceed its maximum allowable
speed in any direction of movement, either
forward, left or right turn, or in reverse.

2) A turning system that enables a ship to exceed
its maximum allowable speed in any of these
directions will be an illegal system.

3) A throttle system that enables a ship to
exceed its maximum allowable speed for any
portion of a measured 100 ft. run will be an
illegal system.

As you can see, we have not disallowed the building

but have stated more clearly what

and what is not legal as pertaining to the
rule. An article going into more

It was to have been presented

It is recomended that if a turning system other than

save you both time and money, and

Also, it was stated that all the rule proposals

The Executive Board

continued on next page

Valiant was still chasing that pest
cruiser with Veneto returning the favor.
Bama and Istvan were working each other over
€0 1 joined in the chase with Valiant. Socon
the cruiser was off © and both enemy heavies
were on 5. Bama and Val went after the
slower Istvan as did the Hood who was 100
feet astern. Seeing the chance of overtaking
the prey at that range | took the time to
lob a few long range shells at the Veneto
who nobody could catck. I was hoping for one
of those long plunging hits we Hood fans
have read about so many times. Fo such luck
today! So Istvan it was. He managed to come
out pretty good. It was nice to have our
entire fleet steam back to port in a line
ahead formation.

RED 2020 BLUE 1330

I knew Veneto

new Veneto would be going f
Hood for the sink points and % plEnngz :2.
ckase the cruiser. the fighting started imn
the middle of the pond and stayed there for
a long time. Everyone was willing to stay in
close and shoot it out which was nice for a
change. Istvan got alot of hits on Hood but
while doing so took numerous hits from the
Bama. Steve had to bail me out once when I
was pumping hard and V.V. was closing in.
Eoth boats lost X turrent and Hood lost port
prop.

RED 2020 BLUE 1330

After battling was officially over we
had a free for all minus Jeff who had to
leave. It was slow at start but after a few
minutes it was fast and fun. Val was empty
in 4 minutes and Hood after 5 due to radio
problems which turned out to be a low
reciever battery. So it turned out to be a
Springfield club battle in the end. No one
sank. We didn't score damage but I took 360
pcints, all above, 8 green and three black.
1 heard each one of my opponents ended up

with one of my shells abcard. continued from previous page

From The Secretary OFf Detense

406

Well it is 010C in the morning and 1 a
sitting here at work trying to get out

bries article +or Hullbusters so everyon

will have an idea of what the new rules fo

the upcoming seagon will be. The results ca
be summec up quite easily. Everxthing passed

The following ies a synopsis of the voting
Since everyone who voted fought in th
Nationals you can double the numbers to ge
the appropiate results.
Should the ballot count? 25 YES 0 NG
Yes MHe
Proposal #l 2% ]
Proposal #2 1% é
Proposal #3 22 ]
Propose! W4 22 z
Proposal #E 21 4
Proposal #é 22 2
Proposal #7 20 S
Froposal #E 21 4
Proposa! #9 z4 1
FProposa'! #10 iE =
FProposai #11 - e
Proposal #12 3 2
Executive Board Fowers
#i 29 o
L 22z s

continuea on next page /
vote does not add up t
there wee an absterntic
propcszal.

14 the Yes—lo

25, it implies that

vote on that particular

Foster bedecked in his
WaArrior armour.




407

another Item which I would like to cover QUADRANTS UNCOVERED ;
at this time is the subject of points for the T3
preceeding year. Due to a lack of sufficient ~-py Jeff Poinoexter i
data, I can not give an accurate gotaT for
the year. ! will however supply 2 list which While working at my drafting table the other day. I over
includes the totals I have from Natior‘alslanc heard my wife, Kay, and my oldest daughter, LaDonna,
a few of the events for which I have receivec discussing the problems involved when building & battle-
results. These come mainly from the Nor t"'“f’- ship. They were sitting on the couch in the living room
and a few battles fought after Nationals in doing their latest latchhook projects, and this is what
Springfield. 1 heard.
Key: LaDonna, 1 know you found a loophole in the rules
| Foster 14784 concerning the "uncovered gandrant” of a battleship.
6 Schneider M 60% Just because ‘guadrant’ means one-quarter or 92 de-
25 Lide J prees by definion doesn't mean thats the way the
qd West, James club uses it in the rules.
34 Roberts But Mom, do we po by definion of actual wording,
hg_faw,--a* by the way some people think a rule is worded, or by
. i;-: ;.. previous practices.
10 Shepard That is something that has given the Contest
A-12 Lister Directors headaches for years. In the case of the
3 Schultz, R "uncovered gaudrant® the club has really defined
@ Fluege! guadrant, as a side, not as 'nlredzuu line subtented
]L MHaynes by a 92 degree angle.” Now this means the 'bow' and
22%chne i dar B ‘stern’ firing guns cover a 'quadrant' of only 3@
19 Barret degrees each. 'Side' firing guns cover an 'quadrant
4 Milholland of 150 degrees each.
(3 Darby LaD: So that means, if 1 build a battleship, that 1 can-
B-I2 Jass,J not have gun off each side, both bow and stern, even

23 West,Jef¢
19 Hamilton,D
24 Dees
iy Poindexter
5 Haves
18 Schultz,D
|6 Watkins
2l 20 Jass,T
26 Uttech
21 Pearce 438
2% Stevenson 343
29 Hamilteon,M 240
17 ~mend 3043
15 Montgomer » 3373

though there is 90 degrees between them.
Kay: Thats correct.

Now, below are two drawings I found on the couch after

I’m sorry I can not give you a better
picture of where evervone stood for the rear.
One last comment. I want to apeologize to
anyone who di'd not receive a ballot for this
years ballot. In the future we will have to
try harder to prevent this oversight #from
occuring. Thank rou for your patience.

i
90 degree fActual rule Actual club
quadrants wording Practice
How about that., Looks like we need to discuss the ruie
wording at the rule committee meeting in July.

—

»¥ continued from previous page

Milholland rammed in neck

I'd 1ike to thank DAF and MARY for a
great regionals once again and for their
hospitality. I really enjoyed the meet. To
all of you who couldn’t make it I'1ll expressf
best wishes for a happy holiday season and 1
hope to see you all next year. To all my
teammates at the meet I want to say thanks
for the support and to all of my foes I
guess it's thanks for the excitement and
fun. Jim was by far the most fun this meet
because he would close in &and run circles
around me and yet we stood talking calmly
back and forth. I expanded alot of shots at
him that missed but it’'s great to watch the
splashes on vidio.

Fred said he'll see ya'll next year.
However hie sights won't be mounted on a
camera.

M.V.Deskin
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
by David Haynes

This battling year began with the hone
that our club could procure insurance from
a source other than NAMBA for reasons of
cost and more say concerning our own safety
rules. There have been several avenues or
ootions checked by the Ex. Board. First, the
National Rifle Association was contacted. Some
preliminary contact had been made with them
by the Ex. Board last year and it was hoped
that this year the club might be able to be
associated with the NRA. As things have turned
out this year it became evident that the
association with them would not be possible.
The IMPBA was also contacted this year with
the initial reaction by IMPBA being that we
would be able to join their organization. On
further checking and speaking to people in the
higher offices of the IMPBA, it was discovered
that we would not in fact be covered by their
insurance. The third ontion was the AMA. This
is basically a model airplane organization,
but is begining to encompass boats and cars.
The AMA would and could cover the individual (s)
battling, but would not cover site insurance.
The problem with this is that in the case of
our Nats site, Springfield Mo., the city will
not let us battle unless we have site insurance

So, as you can see the available options
were searched without turning up a better
organization to be affiliated with than NAMBA.
With this in mind, how do you join NAMBA? For
this year there is a somewhat different method.
We can no longer join as a "national" club.
Each state must join seperately which means
the club in your state would join as, Texas
Division International R/C Warship Combat
Club, or Oklahoma Division International R/C
Warship Combat Club etc. If your club already
has a name then that would do as well._ 3s
well as joining NAMBA, you must also join the
International R/C Warship Combat Club. This
you can do by sending 10.00 to Dan Hamilton.
If you happen to be the only one in your state
in R/C combat, then you will have to join
NAMBA as an individual. You must be a member
of both to participate in any sanctioned
combat event, so join as soon as you can.

The following is the address to write to
for membership forms and information about
NAMBA ; N. A. M. B. A.

6073 Sunrise Dr.
Lower Lake, calif.
95457
To join the International R/C Warship
Combat Club, write to;
Dan Hamilton
Rt. 3 Bokx 558

Decatur, Ala. 35603

NO MCRE SEPERATE
RECEIVER BATTERY !
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THE 1986 SURVEY

. Would like to see rules made to force the
simplification of ships systems.

2. would like to see turning systems eliminated
@to symplify ship construction.

3. Would like to see the substitution of 2 solid

@ribs(vertical transverse bulkheads) for each

pump in current rules (pumps would be completely
climinated) to simplify ship systems.
4. Would like to see gun magazines reduced to 30
£8s to reduce the “megakill™ type damage at Nats
and to aid in tne elimination of pumps as in the
apove suggestion.
5._wou1d like to see a maximum of one pump per
ship (only for ships which already are allowed
pumps. )

6. Would like to see no more “cheaters"

at

7. Would you surport legislations outlaw
gorn of turning system?

- Do you feel timed rela
few seconds of tigh voltag
:gl:ige E?o ?ive an increased initial

celeration) are violatio
9. Do you feel the restric?groiugzeggﬁe:?tguIES?
proper engineering can be made to shoot a BB
with as high a muzzle velocity as the "0"ring
gun?

15, Would you suvpport legislation restricting
the firing pressure of any gun even though this
would require tte use of heavy and expensive
($15-20) regulators?

11. Do you feel safety is the most important
issue 1n our hotby and always will be?

12. Do you feel crowd protection is the best way
13. Would you be willing to pay significantly
higher club dues to finance crowd protection
d-vices?
14. Would you be willing to attend a regionals
or national-. with no insurance coverage?

15. Would you be willing to sign a legally
prepared waiver of liability in such an event a
no insurance coverage?

16. Is this hobby really worth the hassles' and
worries?

17. Do you feel that any rules about turning
systems, gan firing pressure, muzzle Yeiosity,
etc. are enforcezable given human natu-= with it.
loop-hole desires and the true difficlties of
checking for compliance to the rules?

18. Do you think surveys like this one serve an
useful purpose?

19. Would you support legislation rejuiring the
use of plastic spheres instead of BE's as ammo
for safety reasons even though their cost would
be about ten times as much?

20. Would you like to see a simple device built
and sold which can be us2] t> check the muzgle
velgcity of a gun to mee:t some standard for
maximum allowable muzzle velocity?
21._W9uld You use a muzzle velocity device
religiously with no twezkino after testing?

22. Do you feel the possibility of someone not
using the muzzle velocity device correctly
(cheating) makes the use and development of suc
a device a waste of time?

23. Should ships be allowed to use a “Terry
Turning"” system in addition to the standa-d
rudder(s)?

24, Would you battle your current snip without
an enhanced turning sys:en?

25. Do you fe=l an enhanced turning system
alloss a larga:r variety of ships to be
comperitiva?

26. Would you be in favar of a "prrfornance®
regulated turning systex?

27. should a2 ship's sn<22 be li-i-e3
and turns as well as forwari?

28. Have you stopned beating your wife yei?

ing any

Y systems which give a
e followed by a lower

in reverse
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A COMMENTARY circuits which allow a timed burst of high

R voltage to be pumped to the motors as a ship
by VIS M ARy gets underway; circuits which allow the use

of four motors for a period of time while

In the 4our summers that I7ve been battling, accelerating but the wuse of only two motors
our hobby has come a long way. The ships have normally to stay within the speed rules; hlgh
become more reliable (due mainly to the voltage reverse systems which enable a ship
Foster gun and pump design), the battles more to be faster in reverse than forward; etc.
realistic (due mainly to the speed rules, I Here again my argument is that these systems
believe) and the meets have become safer (due produce ships and battling scenarios that are
to separate tweaking areas and safety glasses unrealistic, If we don’t act we may see a
for spectators). But, as always, there is a §leet of model ships cruising around in
monster lurking just over the horizon -- reverse during an entire battle -- at the
special turning systems and "speed cheaters® equivalent of 40 knots. A fullsized sﬁlp
threaten to upset the balance that we have accelerates slowly from a stop, gathering
attempted to reach using our construction and full speed gradually as the engines overcome
battling by-laws. the weight and friction of the ship. Uarsh!ps
do not screech to a stop in 100 feet like
1 hereby announce my opposition to special grand prix racecars. Warships are not faster
turning systems. 1 define special turning in sustained reverse than in forward (except,
systems as: wusing two screws while cruising perhaps, those of the Italian navy where tht
and four screws while turning; using éV for ability to retreat was paramont). Our sblps
cruising but 12V for turning, etc. These should, within reason, mimic the behau!our
systems allow model ships which are faster in and characteristics of fullsized warships.
turn mode than they are in straight running CHe should be more maneuverable and be able
and model ships which turn in unrealistically to stop faster than BBs.
small circles. The variable voltage approach
favors the ships with large hull capacities Banning both turning systems and “speed
-- and we will see battleships which can out cheater® systems will Keep our battling more
turn cruisers. The "Terry" turning system is realistic and also simplify the design and
small and light and can be used by ships of construction . of the models. Advanced
all sizes, but it too is an artifical system. technology is {fun, but constant ship
In the open seas, real warships do not stop rebuilding is not. And, in my opinion,
some screws while the ship is turning. Our rebuilding a ship to make it more unrealistic
present rules establish different rudder area is opposed to one of the characteristics that
maximuns for different ship types; these 1 like about our hobby.
areas are reasonable and will produce model
ships with turning radii similar to those of 1 propose that we require that the propulsion
the fullsized ships we model. Unless we want system that we use in our ships when they are
to see BBs which are more agile than CHs and in cruising mode <(number of powered screws,
CLs, let’s ban turning systems. battery wvoltage to the motors, etc.) is the
same system that we must use while turning or
1 believe that our present speed rules are a in reverse,

great step forward in realiem. 1 voted for
them without realising the tremendous effect
they would have on my HMS RODNEY. She is now
a 22 knot pig -- just as her fullsized
counterpart was, However, 1‘m still a strong The RODNEY will not return...
supporter of speed rules because a model of

the RODNEY should not be able to outrun the i

10WA just because 1 can afford to put 24V of
batteries and %460 motors in her., ] believe
the wuse of "speed cheaters" is as detremental
to our hobby as turning systems., “Speed
cheaters® are systems such as: timing

AN OPEN LETTER TO
~JEFF POINDEXTER
Jeff has asked for comments on some of the

ideas he has put forth in his NATS TO YOU
column, One of the responses was the NUTS TO
YOU! article in the Dec. HULLBUSTERS from the
Maryland Attack Group and other Northeast
battlers. While we of Battle Group BB63 are
not quite sure of the tactfulness of the title
of their article, we are in complete
concurrence with what they said.

r_SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES T0O R/C CNOMBAT
By Stan Watkins

In searching the Bible for verses that might be
refering to R/C Warship Combat, where should one
look? Well, that's a good question. Our scale
is 1/144. Maybe the 144th chaptaer of some book
of the Bible. Mine is the New International
Yersion. Let's see, what book has lots of
chapters. Hum. Oh yeah, Psalms does. Let's

To begin with, let us discuss further the
Took up Psalms 144. Hum. Start the search with

"blanket Challenge" testing which Jeff has said

verse one. "Praise be the Lord my Rock, who will be done on Sunday prior to the start of
trains my hands for war and, my fingers for battling. Excluding the tremendous amount of
battla, Wow, BINGOD! That wasn't hard was it. time such testing would consume (Sunday isn’'t

And after we have been sunk by Axis swine we'll
try verse 7, "Reach down your Jhand from on high;
deliver me and rescue me from the mighty waters,
from foreigners whose mouths are full of lies,
yhose right hands are deceitful."

Well, does anyone else have some good scriptural
references. Let's hear them.

Y

long enough), There is also the question of the
legality of the contest director even making
such a "Blanket Test". Applicable passages in
the rules are, sec. 1I, para. A,1,d for hull
hardness testing: sec. II, para. E,d4,a for gun
testing; and sec. II, para. I,2 for speed
testing. These three rules all state quitre
specifically that testing is to be by challenge
only. Admittedly this does not say the Contest

continuedon 4|




Scott Lide
Bk 1-35
" will divel

AT THE TEXAS DOCK YARDS

Above: Scott & Jeff Lide's Yamato; refit
pending rule interpretations. Frame of ship
just below the Yamato is Scott's heavy cruiser
Maya. Construction has been slowed pending
rule clarifications. Same photo, next ship,
the Kumano. A heavy cruiser already battle
hardened. Built and battled by Jeff Lide.
Same photo, the frame and superstructure of
Dirty Dave Haynes' heavy cruiser Suzuya.
Still, the same photo, you may be able to see
Scott's Jinsu. This is a light cruiser who's
construction has been slowed as final rule
clarification is needed. The bottom ship in
the same photo is the Jap destroyer Ariake.
She is being refitted to improve seaworthiness
(She sank in her first action). e

! President
¥ Dirty Dave
} Haynes and
| Suzuya

yJeff Lide
holds his
Kumano

Paul Parisot/
with his . |
Prince Eugen




Director cannot be the one doing the
“ challenging, and in fact the rule dealing with

hull hardness specifically mentions the
. posibility of the challenge being made by the
Contest Director. However, the rule in sec.
11, para. J,2 states "Any ship suspected of
being in violation of any rule shall be brought
to the attention of the Contest Director. The
Contest Director or someone appointed by him
will immediately investigate the suspected
violation and/or apply the appropriate test.”
This rule is quite clear in stating that there
must be a reasonable suspicion that a violation
exists prior to the testing being carried out.
It is also quite clear that only those tests
necessary for the specific complaint are to be
carried out. Leagally, this rule precludes the
possibility of "Blanket Challenges" due to the
fact there is no prior indication of any
violation in any of the ships (excepting those
few which may have outstanding Citations of Non-
Compliance). The whole issue is so sensitive,
however, that we of Battle Group BB63 would
like the Executive Board to determine under the
auspices of their interprative powers whether
the Contest Director has the legal initiative
to issue a "Blanket Challenge" or not. This
would, we feel, save a lot of hard feelings on
both sides of the issue.

Another area we would like to comment on
deals with Jeff's plan to establish some kind
of size ratio formula for the water tight boxes
to be carried in the ships. We can state quite
firmly that any attempt to do this is
definitely outside the powers of the Contest
Directoer due to the fact that a very specific
rule already exists concerning the allowable
size of water tight boxes. This rule is sec.
11, para. A,5,a. It states "A watertight
box (es) may be used for the purpose of
protecting electronic equipment. This box(es)
shall not have sufficient bouancy to prevent
the model from sinking (for the purposes of
defining this paragraph only, a sinking is
defined as a model that will completely
submerge)®. This rule is already specific and
not subject to any interpretation. If Jeff

1924 Nationals Balance Shee;

Shown below is an Income Statement and an Expense Statement
for the 19Bé Nationals,

continued from

INCOME :Entry Fees

Ten individual @ $30 each...ovuvivssneeess.$300,00
Six individual 9 %33 ath.icvierernonsneess$198.00
Three families @ $42 €ach.uevvuerorsnneess .$126.00
DOt 4anily B 988 #hth. .o evvsviivesssnsssd 4500

Total.......$44%9.00

EXPENSES :
Stamps & envelOPES i vavitinsantanesanseveid 264,10
NAMBA sanction......... ssssnsvasanannnssens® 10,00
SAMRrHE CF DIAGURE) . incirsvnscansnabigee il DE00
RS CHEMIE RN c i dhansoonsonssisraiaivsnrviderd B4
SATELY Tine Eakierinl s, dorvidvensesnitins 20,10
Total.......$431.04
TOTAL PROFIT:(Income = Expenses)....vvesiasess..$237.96

Once again, thanks to everyone who made the 1984 Nats a memorable

event (at least for the Axis), especially to the Springfield natives
who prepare the lake for battling and arrange for use of the craft

center. ’

would like to see a formula established to
govern the size of watertight boxes, he will
have to submit it as a rule proposal to be
voted on as is any other new rule.

The other sticky subject is that of
awards. The rules are quite specific on this
score as to what awards may be given and how
they are to be given. The exact number of
sorties to determine qualification for an award
is not set by the Contest Director but by the
participating Captains. And as the only way
all the participating Captains can have their
say about the number of sorties is at the
actual annual championship, this number cannot
be established until the Captain’s meeting on
Sunday evening prior to the start of the
championship the next day. If the majority of
the Captains agree to setting the sortie limit
at 100 or such other number to ensure that no
sortie average awards will be given out, this
means only the Von Fleugel Traveling Trophy,
Rookie of the Year, and Best of Scale awards
can be issued. The rules are also quite
specific in stating that no other awardscan and
will be given at the annual championship except
ribbons and stars. Jeff's idea to give awards
to the most effective allied and axis ships are
thus precluded by the rules and is not
permitted. Battle Group BB63 is making a rule
proposal about restructuring the awards
procedures by making all awards except ribbons
and stars voted awards and thus independent of
the points whether raw score or sortie
averaged. It may also interest you to know
that sortie averaging has been the method used
for award determination at all annual
chanpionship battles since and including 1983.
That is four years of sortie averaging with no
disasters yet.

To conclude, we agree with Jeff's
contention that until we start living by and
enforcing the rules we have, we will lack the
respect of older, established hobby/sport
clubs. We Just wish Jeff would study the rules
a bit closer so he does not fall viectim to the
very problem he himself said we must eliminate,
a lack of strong adherence to the rules.

submitted by Battle Group BB63
Springfield, Missouri

Stve Milholland
James Foster
Jim Lisher

POSTSCIPT: Due to some problems brought
to our attention after the last annual
championship, we are going to have to confine
all Captains who have a ship on the water
during a battle to the West bank of the lake.
The boundaries will be the bush at the
Northwest corner and a point on the wall just
South of the southern end of the Southern
Island. Rop barriers will be set up to prevent
easy exit beyond these limits. Once a battle
starts, the only way a Captain can leave the
aree s after his or her five minutes is up.

We are requiring this for reasons of safety and
is purely a local decision by the hoest club
Battle Group BB63. Jeff is blameless so don’t
blame him for this one!

~
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ssarted Controversies
By Chris Pearce

HWell, while I'm at it I might as well
try to bring another couple of 5ubject§ to
light. It seems that things have stabilized

to some extent, so all that remains to be

done Is retfine things somewhat. As It 1%,
e still have a ways to go to Tind
ertection...

One of the areas which seems to have
tegun, in some areas, a stir Is magazine

much. Many ships
their magazines
the result is a

capacity. It Is just top
't even manage to empty

anyways, and when they do,

bunch of ships with hundreds of holes in

them. A nasty situation Iindeed, when ships

come back looking as if they caught it from

a spurt gun almost. A current idea Is to

dJown it to 30 b-b‘'s per on big ships, and

ma be 2¢ on the little guys again. This

way, the damage we could Inflict would fall

back to reaszonable leve.s. I'm sure we

would all rather battle than patch...

The other subject, even more touchy, IS
turning systems. Most ¢¥ us have a turning
system of szome variety, I was even going to
put one on the sub... The thing is, some
captains are putting in systems that, iIn
forward, increase the ship's speed greatly
above scale, and in reverse, make
hattleships do 189° iIn ebout 13 seconds.
Obviously, this is getti:ng out of control.

In the end, we would just have a bunch of
battleships with amp earing turning systems,
and even though they coutld all turn and
reverse quickly, you st:!l]l couldn’'t outdoe
anyone because everyone would have the same
supersystem, and the ree¢listically better
ships would still outturn the pigs.

Turning systems have hardly been a
problem bhefore, and did make things a little
more fun... But with things getting the way
they are, I would rather give them up
totally, rather than have to go through
another “arms race”. How about we do that
and just nip this worm in the bud? After
all, wmithout the turning systems, we would
511 lose some maneuverability, but then the
ships would all have their realistic turning
abilities, pretty much, and Isn’'t realism
one of our goals anyways? Then, ton, there
would be fewer Tires, and ships would be
easier to bulld. For all C.D.'s could
agree to outlaw them on the "unfair
a&vantage“ clausze. In the end, I think that
to say that the main propulsion could be the
only power, with no turning system, and the
same voltage In reversze as Tull forward
would be satisfactory, to take care of thiz
situation.

Once again, these are only ideas.

These are not suppozed to be rule proposals,
because I am only one... Think it over, and
come up with your own 1deas. I would rather
you trash this, and think up your own stufrf

than leave this unsaid, and just see the

situation escalate.
Chais Peanee

Tinad cimazadiOng )

Fihin g
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CONSTRUCTIVE INTERFERENCE

By D. W. Fluegel
There will always be combatants who need
to design. There will aAlso be combatants who

want to battle and don't want to up-date their

ships. Both Combat experience and design are
factors that determine the winners. This is
how it was in real wars and is in our wars.
Both "types" are needed and should be
appreciated.

MIKUMA DEFEATS COMBINED FLEET 412

By Stan Watkins for Jeff Lides

Jeff Lides was supposed to write this, but since
he has an Apple computer and they are not nearly
as "user friendly" as these cheap old Coleco
Adams he probably won't. So I'm going to write
it as from his Nip point of view.

It was December 30, 1987 and after a few battles
with the Mikuma Fluegel was so scared that he
had called Stan for helo. Stan had come to help
but had brought his Cruiser instead of his
Destroyer. They really needed the fire power.
Those old guys were so scared that they had
begged to have a trials testing operation before
deciding whether or not they were good enough to
take on the mighty Mikuma. Since it was going
to be only trials we would sail in the deep
water lake which is much closer than the regular
battling lake.

We arrived at the lake and launched the ships.
Stan had announced that his ship was going to
help enforce the "Peace". This meant he would
team up with Fluegel. Since there as no danger
from these two incompetants, I only loaded half
of one magazine. Just as suspected Fluegel
fired a few shots. Each one was nearer the
Mikuma than the last. His intent was clear.
Sooner or later he would luck out and hit the
Mikuma. In the best Japanese traditions the
Mikuma would allow the other guys to claim that
Japan had started it. I swung the Mikuma around
and fired one round through the Lutzow's hull.
That should show that Kraut. But I didn't want
to put any more holes in the shio since we were
in deep water. Stan then "declared war" and
attemnted to get a shot on the Mikuma. How
pathetic. It was so embarassing that I decided
to let him hit the Mikuma. But first I would
make him feel better by hitting the Salt Lake
City with a shot. Kapow. No sweat. OK, now
time to let the SLC hit the Mikuma. After many
shots from both magazines the Salt Lake City
finally hit Mikuma. Fluegel and Stan were
chasing and firing like crazy but I had decided
that they would not get any more hits. Finally
the "fight" was over. Stan and Fluegel were out
of amo. After they fearfully pulled their ships
out of the water the Mikuma was left in the
water for 5 minutes to be super legal. Besides
I had to shoot the other 23 of my 25 BBs. This
was such a disgrace for Stan and Fluegel I
decided that I would have to give them a bigger
target to give them any chance at all of making
any hits. When damage was checked the Mikuma
had the one hole in her and the Lutzow and SLC
each had a hole. Perfect. It would be tough to
keep from discouraging these guys Tuesday
afternoon at the "real battle". I had better
take the Yamoto and only load one BB per gun.
Lets see I could put in weak batteries and
reduce the rudder travel. I could disconnect a
pump. Wow, its so hard to make those "has

beens" look good. I would sure have my work cut
out for me.

i s e et - T P
Subscadiptio Change Address Feb § 6.00
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Name =< Jun $ 4.00
Aug $ 3.00
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City/State Feb $73.00
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lipcode = Jun $1%,00
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Amount Enclosed wifet $6.00
|L_Dec $3 .00
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Speed Rule Interpretation

Because of considerable "gray area" in
the speed rule that was passed last year,
the Executive Board has adopted the following
points;

1) A _ship may. not:exceéd_its maximum
allowable speed in any direction of movement,
either forward, left or right turn, or in
reverse.

2) A turning system that enables a ship
to exceed its maximum allowable speed in any
of these directions will be an illegal
system.

3) A timed throttle system that enables
a ship to exceed its maximum allowable speed
for any portion of a measured 100 ft. run
will be an illegal system.

Let's talk about point number one. ithen
the speed rule was adopoted, it had a two
fold intent. First, it was intended to slow
the ships down to more closely simulate the
real ships movements through the water. The
second objective was to slow the shios down
so that the captains would have increased
reaction time to avoid raming or being
ramed by another ship. The speed rule as passed
stated that a ship must be within its lecal
speed( as determined by the ship list) when
timed on a 100 ft. run, but it did not say
in what direction the ship was to run throuch
the 100 ft. The problem is,that some think
that as long as the ship is within its legal
speed in one direction through the 100 ft.
then they are free to go as fast as they want
in all other directions of movement. This
would violate the intent of the rule in both
aspects, more realistic movement and more
reaction time. It was therefore necessary to
adopt point number one of the interpretation
to make it clear that the ship must stay
within its legal speed in all directions of
movement.

Turning systems are addressed in point
number two of the interpretation. Simple
types of turning systems have been used by
ships in this hobby for several years to
assist them in making smaller diameter and
uicker turns. These simple systems would either
turn off a motor(s) in a turn or switch a motor

into reverse. Both methods helved the shio to
turn more gquickly without causing the ship to

move beyond its normal speed. More recently
however, systems have come into use that turn
on additional more powerful motors, or increase
the voltage to the existing ‘motors. While these

HULL BUSTERS VERY LIMITED
3524 GRAY DRIVE

MESQUITE, TX 75150 FIVE

systems do assist the ship in making a smaller

diameter turn, they may also increase the ships

speed to the point that the ship is exceeding )
its allowable legal speed. Another problem with )
these systems is that they can be set up so that
they are engaged when the rudder is barely off
the center line of the ship. The ship then has
extra, above normal power but is not actually
executing a turn. This boost of power can then
cause the ship to exceed its legal speed. By
steering a very slight zig-zag course the ship
can run easily beyond its legal speed. This
would violate the intent of the speed rule

in both aspects.

The third point pertains to throttle
systems, more specefically timed throttle
systems. These systems when engaged, use an
increased amount of voltage for a few seconds
then step the voltage down to a level the ship
would normally use. The system was intended to
give the ship a quicker start. By using this
type throttle the shiv can easily exceed its
legal speed. As an example, a ship that is
being timed on a 100 ft. run starts the run on
twelve volts. Using this amount of power the
ship covers the first thirty feet of the run at
a rate of 14 sec. per 100ft. The timed throttle
then reduces the voltage and the shio slows to
a rate of 18sec. per 100ft. Finally the throttle
reduces the voltage again and the ship crosses
the 100ft. mark at the legal 24 sec. allowable
for that class ship. In this example the shin
was onethat was allowed a speed of 24 sec. or
slower on the timed 100ft. run. What haopened
during the run however, was that the ship
exceeded its legal speed for a major portion
of the run then slowed enough to cross the line
at the allowable 24sec. This is clearly a
violation of the speed rule intent and a literal
viclation of predetermined legal speed.

As you can see, we are not saying that
these systems cannot be built. We are making it
more clear to the participants what is legal and i
what is not legal in reguards ot the speed rule.

If you have systems like any of these in your
ship, do plenty of testing and timing to be sure
your ship is not in violation of the speed rule
and the points outlined above.

A

If you feel that your shio needs some
type of system to assist in making better turns
I would recommend the use of a system that
either turned the inside motor(s) off in a turn
or switched the inside motor into reverse.
Good Battling,

MORE MINUTES




