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Wednesday at the Nats By Dirty Dave.

For a lot of battlers Wed. is the day of Nats week to rest, sight
see, or do ship repairs. Some use the day to prep their ship for the
coming night battle. There are also those who engage in one-on-one
combat, two-on-two and so on. Some years there have been enough
small ships to have a small ship fleet battle. There were not enough
small ships to have one of these, so instead there was a round robin
tourney involving only class 4 ships.

While my time was spent resting myself and prepping my ship
for night battle, my two good friends Lief and Fluegel were kind enough
to take my recorder to the lake and record the comments of some of
those who had participated during the day.

The winner of the class four tourney was Frank Pitelli. Some of
the match ups were; Doc B. vs Lief G., won by Doc; Ron H. vs Will M.
won by Ron (Will sank); Frank P. vs Steve M. won by Frank I don't
know how the other match ups turned out, as there is no mention of
them on the tape, nor are there any score sheets to get this info from. I
do know that it was a fun event to see. There was one quote on the tape
from Steve M. as follows "Invincibles can't be sunk by Pig Killers, but

Jim Pate.....Had a one on one against Lief using the Invincible he had built for Gerald Roberts to use. It was a different style for Jim than
the usual triple stern tactics. Jim liked the feel of the smaller ship with a "haymaker", he won the battle with Lief, 1635 to 1600. Jim
watched a battle between Lief and Andy Ray, "Andy did real well, aggressive youngster"

Andy Ray on his match with Lief "Started stern to stern for a few moments. He waited for me to attack him so [ did. Ibacked out and we
exchanged stern broadsides. He went behind my sterns so [ shot him quite a few times with them."” ....more broadsides...my guns fired faster
so [ was able to empty my guns before he could empty his in me...several large holes opened up below his waterline...pump was going strong.

Fluegel asking "How did it feel?" Andy..."It felt great, [ thought I was going to get trashed!"

Andy..."Oh yeah, this is it!"

Fluegel..."Is it a good Nationals?"

Frank W. vs Andy R. ...Two sorties in this one. Frank had more hits, Andy had a few bellow in the first sortie. In the second sortie, Frank
was hampered by his dad's construction techniques which resulted in two hoses blowing, lost gun power, and got killed. (Rick told this) Andy

won this engagement.

;Frank..."There was a lot of good competition out there Fluegel, the Allies are sending some hard hitters out these years" Fluegel.."To what
do you attribute your championship t0?".....Frank "Good living, nice all around personality, eat a solid breakfast every morning"

Fluegel..." Anything you want to tell the Kids?"

Frank..."Just keep working hard out there, when you've done your first 2 years, say in the Allied side working in the minor league, we'll take
you in the expansion draft and you might become an Axis immortalized warship legend."

Doc B. vs Lief ....Doc using the Michigan instead of the Von der Tann...."We duked it out quiet a while, and until he (Lief) beached
himself it was very close.”" It was lucky that he had that misfortune as Doc was having radio problems, glitches, the ship would go in reverse
when put in forward the guns were not working well. It was not stated, but I think that Doc won this contest.

The world famous Steve "Fab" Baker was a spectator of much of the day and said

best one on one battles he has seen in a long tome.

Often these are as about as exciting as watching paint dry, but not this day. Some of the real good battling was by the younger folks, Andy vs
Frank W., Andy vs Lief. Another good battle was the one between Ron and Will. Very entertaining.

This info certainly does not cover nearly all that took place on Wednesday, sure sounds like you guys had a good time. Thanks again to
Lief and Fluegel for passing the recorder around for the comments of some of those who participated, and please forgive any inaccuracies in

this article.

Fire Control Officers.

The Next Stage?
By Mike Torda

Ships like the Yamato and lowa can carry massive amounts of
fire power. Unfortunately the huge size of these ships makes
them attractive floating billboards for target practice from the
smaller ships. The captain of a ship this size not only has to
worry about ships in his immediate vicinity but also all the ships
_ |in the area that may have a vector in his direction. Simply
" |maneuvering for stern shots while keeping away from harassing
fire can take tremendous concentration. One thing that might
make these ships more effective would be to have fire control

officers to do the shooting. The Captain would control Dual
Stern Mounts as well as pilot the Ship. Have two more radio
systems, one for each of the front two turrets. These would
control turning and elevation as well as fire control of dual guns
in these turrets. You would also be able to have a separate CO2
system for each of these turrets. Having separate systems for
each gun would reduce the risk of total gun failure. Each one of
the fire control officers could concentrate solely on the task at
hand, while the Captain controls the ships course and stern
mounts. A ship this size able to engage three separate ships
with the kind of accuracy that come from total concentration
would make it one of the most feared ships on the water. Of
course as | drive a dinky Lutzow I hope nobody actually does
this, but it would be an Awesome ship to see in action.





































