HULL BUSTERS

THE ONLY STRICTLY R/C WARSHIP COMBAT PUBLICATION

Special Edition

INTRODUCTION

Well, here it is, the long awaited Special Edition
of Hull Busters, giving detailed moment by moment cov-
erage of the 1955 R/C Warship Combat Championships. I
hope it lives up to everyones expectations.

I would like to make profound apologies to everyone
out there who has been patiently or impatiently await-
ing the arrival of this Special Edition. When as '83
sontest Director I agreed to do this, I had no idea
what I had let myself in for. There has been about as
much work in putting out this issue as there was in
putting together a Championship contest. My hat is off
to Fluegel, who does this every other month, I don't
know how he finds the time. In the future, you may hear
me complain about the contents or maybe the pro Axis
slant of Hull Busters, but you will never again hear me
complain to Fluegel about my copy being late (at least
never around witnesses).

1 would also like to apologize to James West, Terry
Darby, Martin Schneider, and Fluegel. Due to a foul up
in score additions, the trophy for High Sortie Average
in fleet battle for a non capital ship was inadvertant-
ly awarded to Terry Darby at the awards ceremany. It
actually belongs to James West, The next case I must
throw myself on the mercy of the court and/or plead
combat fatigue., It was plainly written on my awards
sheet that Fluegel was to get the von Fluegel Traveling
Trophy, but at the awards ceremony I announced to all
there that Martin Schneider had won it for the third
year in a row, Sorry guys.

1 am also going to take a moment for rebuttal, In the
October issue, Fluegel made some really incredible
statements about the Axis Captains being pillars of their
communities., How absurd. The three foot square swastika
tnat Schneider painted on the hood of his Cadi is hard-
ly reassuring to the folks in Amarillo. The folks in
San Juan Capistrano are beginning to complain about the
tairty foot banner flying above Salinis house that reads
"Jiva el Duce", As for Flueg, I hear that he has been
petitioning the Dallas Cowboys to wear brown uniforms
and call themselves the Dallas Storm Troopers,

A& for the accusation that all the Allied Captains
spend most of their time with their parole officers and
not getting work done on their ships, nothing could be
further from the truth., I for one, only see my parole
officer once a week. Jeff and Stan get at least two
nours a day to work on ships in the prison workshop.

As for James Foster, Terry Darby, and John Jass, they
are all still at large. Let's not see any more crass
statements Fluegel.

The article "The Battle For Sequiota Lake" is being
submitted to Scale Ship Modeler Magazine for printing.
"his magazine has always been good to R/C Combat in the
past. Let's hope they print this and help spread the
word about our magnificent obsession.

This article has a lot of good photos, afew cartoons
by the talented Salini, and a chart showing everyones
point standings for the Chnmgionships and for the year
overall, The article as written gives all point in their
normal factors (superstructure hit-5 points, hull-20
points, Kull below waterline-100 points, etc.). Remem-
ber that at the end of the Championships these points
were doubled and added to pre Championship scores to
st the annual totals.

' Boe Wilhollond

Dan & Mary Hamiltons Z-3R destroyer.

Photo above:

. A ROOKIES IMPRESSIONS
by Chris Lawson

I heard about the hobby at the local hobby shop in
February of '83 when I met Steve Milhollarnd and saw his
ship. Fascination had grabbed hold of me. 1 had to build
a ship, but which one?

Since my father was in the navy and I had a few
photos of the ship he was on, I decided to bulld it,
the USS St. Paul. While trying to maxe my dec
had shown me a copy of Hull Busters and in it
list of available plans but a Baltimore class
was not among them, I guickly wrote to iepla Teck
ernational and received a copy from them.

It 15 the first of March and the plans are scaled ur
to 1/144 scale. Two weeks later and the hull is shested.
After several calls to Steve, drive motors are acgquired,
It's good to have people like Steve around to helr rooz-
ies like me.

Two weeks before the Nats and my gun is installed
and on July 9 the pumps are installed but rot worki

Sunday July 10 I learned that Allied roories siould
be aware of any Axis ships in the area. The 5t, Paul
suffered the loss of one aircraft, one 20mm gun, and
a catapult put out of commision by the Blismarck.

On Monday, the first day of the contest, frequency
conflicts kept me off the water a large part of the tize.
1 think if the hobby grows much more an impournd table
and frequency tree may be needed, I have purchased a
new radio to see that it does not happen again. low
back to Monday.

The fighting was awesome as the mighty Zismarck and
Tirpitz make pass after pass on the Allied fleet pour-
ing what seems like an endless amount of E5s into the
hulls of the Alabama, Arizona, and other Allied ships,
regardless of its size.

It's amazing the amount of destructive power these
mini guns actually have. Patches on hulls after the
battle became numerous and the damage reports began
pouring into the contest director.

. While woiting to go eut I watched the azount of Am-
broid and balsa dwindle. I also took a good look at the
insides of the ships and studied the different systeus
all week long learning the advantages ard disadvantages
of different magazines and pum; systems,

One thing a rookie should remember when it comes to
a pump system; make sure your pump batteries are fully
charged., I learned that lesson the hard way on July 16
when after passing through a barrage of 3is my zump
batteries failed and the 5t. Paul sank.

Tuesday seened very disorganized after an abor
attempt at convoy battle. It seemed like it toox
ever for everyone to get ready.

I didn't do much Wednesday but the night battle was
very interesting. There was a lot more activity tran I
had expected and a lot more spectators thsn I thought
would be there.

It is Thursday and I am really getting tired,
was the St. Paul, She took enough hits tc uctivate the
pumps and get the radio wet. She was out for tze dsy.
Thats something else a rookie must remerber, rprocf
your reciever, servos, and battery pack, This is some-
thing that I.plan to work on before the next Nats. Dan
Dees Colorado was very impressive and so was the Bis-
marck.

Is it Friday already? Time floats right on by whern
you're having fun doesn't it. I spent more tine tal:x-
ing with interested spectators today thar T spent on the
water, I also think that with all the news cov.rage this
event received we will see an increase in club members
in the Springfield area. I think there were a lot of
spectators from the surrounding states tiut were inter-
ested. Some that I talked to were from Illinois visit-
ing relatives in Springfield. This hobby is imfectious
and is spreading rapidly. My brother and fatrer will
both have ships ready for the Nats next year and I will
be building a new ship for next year to 3o zlong with
the St. Paul,

Rookies should always be ready for an awesome battle
and don't let the battleshipa scare you. Those guys
are there to have fun just like you. Something else a
first time rookie should remember is to start sin_le
and you can get more complex ships as you gain exper-
ience. Good luck Rookies.
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE FOUNDING FATHE®
by Stan Watkins

Once again a national competition has taight some
new lessons, Fluegel demonstrated that the "Y" cord
(2 servos or more on a single radio channel) can work
superbly.

As the 1983 National Champion Fluegel will no¥ nzve
credibility. Darn. All those Kraut raving
given the reinforcement of a superb perforuance.
lucky. I was champion in 1979 and 1980 whern thcer
few to contest it.

were

”



Fluegel really had to earn his championship. One
interesting aside, the Tweedy must really be fantastic
because she beat the National Champion ship and captain
in Bismarcks home court, Ha! What do you have to say
about that Fluegel? Congratulations Fluegel, you deserve
the acclaim that is the just reward for your labors.
Well done indeed, oh good and faithful combatant! And
such performance from the nearly best of scale ship.
Thats gquality!

50 thats one lesson to learn; don't get careless
around Tirpitz or Bismarck, Personally, I think the Ger-
mans would have won WW II if their navy had performed
like you American Krauts have performed. But the winds
of crhange, yes they are ablowing.

The Allies (me not included) put up a very credible
performance, sinking five Axis warships and inflicting
horrendous damage on Tirpitz.

Martin Schneider was surprized to learn that one Mk
IX GCH scatter gun is worth five single shot guns.

For the first two sorties Martins secret weapon
(single shot guns) in the Tirpitz terrorized the Allies
so badly that the score was about 4 to 1 in the Allies
favor.

Martin then ended the "noble experiment" by putting
quick change decks back on the Tirpitz. These other
decks featured his olk Mk IX guns, From this point on,
the Allies never were able to dominate again.

Pump developement reached a peak with the Arizona and
Texas. The Texas had a total tested pumping capacity of
24 gallons per minute, but being somewhat hampered by
switch systems still sank twice,

The Arizona was next with a 20 gallon per minute cap-
acity and a switch system that seemed to perform nearly
flawlessly except for he time Terry Darby blasted a
short ‘nto the wiring harness. With Allies like that
who needs enemies?

We learned that it is good to have a rockie division
in large cozpetition events, not because rookies are
poor zerformers, but because they are a bit reluctant
toc go against the old salts.

Ne learned that it takes more than one escort to prop-
erly protect a convoy freighter. Also, I learned that
it gets lonely when you're the only Allied ship in a
sea of Xrauts and your ship has had a gun barrel rammed
through ner hull at the waterline and is pumping for
herlife! And the Krauts did not stop firing at her,

If my darned pumps would have failed that time the
4llies would have gottenm 1000 points for a ram sink.
As it was all I got was one of Fluegels plastic dum-
=y gun barrels.

Fluegel and 3chneider were the star performers of tlje
Axis fleet, I have some video from channel eight in
Tulsa that shows in slow motion the blasting of the
Allied convoy ship by the Bismarck, It's a beautiful
testimony to Fluegels dramatically improved gunnery.
Steve {ilholland and Terry Darby can both atest to the
effectiveness of Martin Schneiders gunnery.

The Allied star performers were Terry Darby (who
1 witnessed added many new portholes to the Tirpitz)
and Steve Milholland. Steves shooting was also much
improved but his penny pumps needed to be silver dollar
pimos, Ha!l

Special attention and commendations go to James
Foster, He could have actually gone straight into the
ranks of the experienced battlers and would have been
a real asset to the Allied fleet.

Finally, Mary Hamilton was the winner of the powder
puff derby when her "2" boat punched a hole in La Donna
Poindexters French cruiser, Shame on you Mary, picking
on a little girl. The Tweedy will get ya for that.

The Tweedy has a little score to settle with James
Fosters Pesacola class cruiser too, But I'm not so anx-
ious to battle another Ally, especially such an effect-
ive one,

The hospitzality was great. Springfield must be a
crazy place, cause the whole city seemed to love R/C
Narship Combat. They also humored the Combatants. Steve
Milholland also did a great job with the local authori-
ties in greasing the skids for a smooth championships.
He, his dad, and Chris Lawson spent many hours working
on the algae in Sequiota Lake. I think they could write
a manual on how to treat a combat lake for algae., Thanks
again!

Terry Darby was also a great help in the procurement
of canpaign ribbons and score sheets.

The points doubling error that caused the von EBluegel
traveling troghy to be awarded to Martin Schneider in-
stead of Fluegel was the only error that is regretable,
iy condolences Steven, I guess you too are only human,

All in all it was great fun and I'm glad it's going
to be in Springfield for 1984. The Tweedy is going for
the von Fluegel traveling trophy in '84. Sic em Tweedy!

Let's Battle! Stan
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..."AND ONCE EACH YEAR THESE DEFECTWE
EARTH BEINGS CONGREGATE AT THE SACRIFICIAL
LAKE TO MAKE THEIR OFFERINGS.

THE BATTLE FOR SEQUIOTA LAKE
by Steven D, Milholland

All is quiet, The water is calm, Several
ducks swim between the two islands that dominate
the northern half of Sequiota Lake. A scene of
peace and tranquility,

How very different from the same location
only a few short weeks ago. Conversation, cries
of challenge to do battle, and shouts of victory
could be heard all around this normally peaceful
city park, Radio-controlled models of cruisers
and battleships could be seen churning up the
water, leaving twisted wakes behind them as they
maneuvered to bring their guns to bear on an
opponent. The sound of BB's either splashing
harmlessly into the water or making that sharp
cracking noise that can only be a penetrating
hit on a balsa clad hull, The looks on a
Captains face as he watches his model slowly
get lower and lower in the water, Groans from
the Captains on the side who had a ship go down,
ciiea of jubilation from members of the opposing
fleet.

These are just a few of the sights and sounds
that were experienced at Sequiota Lake in Spring-
field, Missouri the week of July 10-16. It was
the 1563 R/C Warship Combat Champlonships put on
by the R/C Warship Combat Club under NAMBA sanc-
tion #83-88. Twenty one competitors and their
families came from ten states for this great
event., All who came had great expectations of
seeing lots of battling and having a fantastic
good time, I don't think anyone was disappointed,

Competitore started arriving in Springfield
on Saterday, July 9th. All had arrived by Sunday
evening, J 10th.

Sunday was check in and lake prictice day.
Almost all the competitors were on hand at
Sequiota Lake renewing old friendships with batt-
lers they may not have seen for monthe due to
geographic seperation, and meeting new battlers
they may not have met before.

Much time was spent working on ships. Every-
one wanted to get at least a few minutes on the
water to make sure that all systems were still
operational after the trip. The middle of a
battle on Monday morning is no time to find out
that you have a faulty speed control or a jammed
magazine on your No. 1 gun.

0ld hands at combat spent a lot of time with
the rookies to see that they were ready for their
first taste of combats In some cases minor over-
haul of a sropulsion system or a gun firing mech-
anism was deemed necessary to get a new ship up
to combat standards, = =00 g

Sunday afternoon was marked by one notable
event, D.W. Fluegels model of the Bismarck
opened fire accidentally (8o he says) and knock-
ed an aircraft catapult off of Chris Lawsons
USS St Paul, It is generally believed by all on
the Allied fleet that this was a manifestation
of the "Pearl Harbor Syndrome", an affliction of
Axis Captains that couses them to open fire before
hostilities are officially declared,

Monday morning began with a meeting of all .
battlers to discuss rules and fleet assignments.
Competitors were devided into Allied and Axis
experienced fleets and into Allied and Axis
rookie fleets, Rules were clarified for the new-
comers, and the proper filling out of Battle
Damage Reporte was gone over for all,

A few of the rookies had never even seen an
R/C Warship battle before, so it was decided to
let the experienced fleets go at each other first,
This would give the rookies a chance to view the
type carnage that they had built a ship and
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driven hundreds of miles for. It would also give
a little more pit time to those who needed it. °

Fleet battle #1 was a great face off between
all of the old hands of R/C Combat. The Allied
fleet consisted of the U.S. battleships Arizona,
Alabama, and Texas under Captains Watkins,
Milholland, and Poindexter, Italian battleship
Guilio Cesare under Captain Darby, and heavy
cruisers USS Salt Lake City and HMS Exeter under
Captains Spychalski and Hamilton., These five
shipe carried a total of 26 Mk IX guns.

The Axis fleet was made up of the German
battleships Tirpitz and Bismarck, commanded by
Kapitans Scaneider and Fluegel, and the heavy
cruiser Admiral Hipper under command of Kapitan
West, This fleet of Nazi nastiness carried a total
of 15 guns. The Bismarck and Hipper carried the
standard Mk IX type guns but Martin Schneiders
Tirpitz carried 4 broadside firing guns of a new
design. These new guns were made to fire "single
shot", one BB at a time. This is a contrast to
the Mk IX gun which typically fires bursts of from
3 to 6 BB's at a time,

There has been much discussion over the past
few years of R/C Combat on the desirability of
a single shot firing gun, with most people be=-
lieving that it would be a tactical advantage to
have that type of armament.

As a resuft, the Allied Captains were very
apprehensive of this new weapon in the Axis fleet,
especially when put onto a ship which had proven
itself to be g very formidable opponent when
armed only with standard guns.

By Just looking at the numbers of firing guns
it appears the Allies have a big advantage.
Appearances can be deceiving, All the Allied
Captains held great respect for the three Axis
Captains,

James West had always captained the Graf Spee
in previous events. The Graf is a ship which
seems to lead a charmed life, unlike her proto-
type. It was sunk very few times and always
seemed to do more than its share of damage to the
Allies, This year James had decided to put the
Graf into retirement and battle with his newest
ship, the Admiral Hipper. Hoping that some of
the Grafs luck in not being sunk would follow
the Hipper, James elected to arm the cruiser with
three Mk IX guns instead of two guns and one pump
which is the most common arrangement with R/C
combat heavy cruisers.

D.W. Fluegels model of the Bismarck carried a
total of six Mk IX guns, The Allied Captains were
wary of this ship and captain also. The Bismarck
had been plagued by mechanical problems through-
out the 1982 season but over the winter Fluegel
had gotten his act together and really shook up
the Allied fleet at the Alabama Mud Fest in April.

The main nemesis of the Allies was seen to be
the Tirpitz. During the 1982 Chm{ionships in
Amarillo, Texas, the Tirpitz had literally run
roughshod over the Allied fleet.

It was this one ship that had prompted the
Allies to build new and/or recommision old battle-
ships for the '83 Championships. In '82 there had
been only one battleship on the Allied fleet cap-
able of taking on the Tirpitz with any hope of
Just surviving the encounter. The remainder of
the Allies had all been cruisers,

This year, Stan Watkins and Jeff Poindexter
had recommisioned ‘their old battleships, Arizona
and Texas. Stan armed the Arizona with twelve,
yes twelve, Mk IX guns, six firing off of each
broadside. The inside of his hull was an elec-
tricians and plumbers nightmare.

Terry Darby had built the Italian battleship
Guilio Cesare. By all rights Terry should have
fought as an Axis with this ship but he refused,
saying that he would not battle under Admiral
Schneiders flag until he had gained some retri-
bution for last years Championships, when his
USS Astoria had sunk three times at the hands of
the Axis fleet,

Rounding up the Allied Battle Line was Steve
Milhollands USS5 Alabama with much improved fire-
power and (hopefully) pumping capacity over the
previous year,

The first sortie of the day started with all
of the ships previously mentioned, with the ex-
ception of the Texas, which needed a little more
pit time. Right off, at the announcement of hos-
tilities, the nearest thing to a battle line
ever seen in R/C Combat history made a sweep
against the Tirpitz., Meeting her head on, the
Arizona, Cesare, and Alabama made a line astern
sweep down the Tirpitz' starboard side. Each of
the Allied ships managed to get a few BB's off
at her, After this somewhat coordinated pass the

battle line broke apart into individual skirmishes.

The two Allied cruisers were converging on the
Admiral Hipper, the Arizona broke off to engage

the Bismarck, and the Cesare and Alabaza started

.harraying the Tirpitz.

The action was fast and heavy. 3Shi:zs were
weaving and dodging in every direction. The spurt-
ing of Mk IX mini guns was a constant thing. R/C
Combat rookies looked on with amazed expressions
on their faces as holes seemed magically to appear
in the hulls of the battling vessels. The thought
must have been going thru their minds, "did I
really srend all that time arnd money on a model
only to let THIS happen to it?" But battling is
the name of the game, and the damage done is
never that severe anyway.

After a while the ships started tc run out of
ammunition and the sortie slowly wound down.
After all the ships had waited out their five
minute holding period and been recovered, it was
time to asess damage and reload for tane next
sortie.

Even with the long odds against them the Axis
fleet had come out ahead on points in the first
sortie, 855 to 570. The Allies were not dis-
couraged though. There were still two sorties
to go in this battle. Also the single shot fir-
ing guns of the Tirpitz had turned out not to de
the terror everyone had envisioned. They very
reliably fired one BB at a time, but due to the
very nature of the firing mechanisz they fired at
a much slower rate than the standard .k IX gun.

Terry Darby had quickly realized this and
had deliberately passed broadside to broadside
several times witn the Tirpitz. In the past this
would have been called suicidal behavior but now
the Mk IX's were an advantage, letting the Cesare
fire several multi BB salvos to the Tirpitz one
BE shots in the time it takes to make a pass.

Terry had managed to put 13 holes in the
Tirpitz, one on the waterline, This was some-
thing ainost unheard of.

The Guilio Cesare (front) exchanges broadsides
with DKM Tirpitz.

The second sortie of the battle had a slightly
different Allied fleet. The Salt Lake City had
dropped out of the battle due to battle damage,
but was being replaced by the USS Texus.

At the start of the sortie, the Texas and
Arizona both went after the Bismarck. The various
maneuvers used by the ships to bring guns to bear
was interesting, as the Bismarcik had guns roint-
ing in four directions, and the Americarn ships
had only broadside firing guns.

The Exeter and Alabama were concentrating on
the sole Axis cruiser, the Hipper. Soth Dar and
Steve had scores to settle with James Jest. The
Graf Spee had put a few holes in the Zxeter last
Spring, and had sent the Alabama to the bottom
twice in previous Championships.

They were not a very coordinated team but
they did manage to maneuver the Hipper sc that
severzl salvos from the Alabamas double broad-
side guns could be seen to hit. Shortly tae
Hipper began settling by the bow. Jazmes called
for his "Five Minute Rule" but as the Hipper
was being constantly harassed, he could not leave
his ship sitting still, and movement through the
water acceler.ited the flooding. The Higper finally
went down with about a minute of time left before
he would have been declared safe, First blood to
the Allies!

Once again the Cesare had gone after the Tir-
pltz. Terry Darby was really enjoying the ability
to shoot uE the Tirpitz with relative imounity.
It looked like so much fun that Steve took thre
Alabama over to help after the Hipper action.

Make no mistake, Martin Schneider made good
use of his experience and skill but his single
shot guns were just not up to snuff in the rate
of fire department. Everyone watching could tell
that the Tirpitz was getting the short end of
this battle. Numerous holes could be seen in the
starboard side of her hull and her pumgs were
working intermittently.

At one point the Tirpitz must have oeen out
of ammo and started running up the lake away




from the actior. At that time, the dream of all
the Allied Captains present took place. The
Cesare gave cha.e to the German and called apon
ke Alabuza to assist. Running line abreast at
ottle these fastest of the Allied fleet

23 catch his starboard side,

Stan Yatkins and other Allies were shouting
cries of encouragement and to "plaster the grubby
graut",

The Tirpitz was trazped., If he xept golng
anead he would be caught on both sides, If he

turned either direction he would expose his broad-

side to the bow guns of both Allied battleships.
“artin finally threw the Tirpitz into reverse
attemot to back guickly between the two
b 2x;28ing himself the least tlme
cesare and Alabauma, seeing this,
also hit reverse to prclong the time.
A8 the Alabamas portside firing guns came
to line on the Tirpitz' hull Steve hit both
c ldn't you know it, all that
the hies of escaping freon
magazines., Total frustration.
was wasted. The Cesares star-
iid fire however, and at least two
tc connect,
f sortie two, the Allies

yere un-

nagea to rat 770 points
Arizora and flabama
points damage each,
per had netted the
Texas and Arizuna had
) »0ints on the Jismarck,
i codging 3B's.

i.llies was

ructure and

re on and 2
Tnis alone
ts.

e hero of tte
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times «ere not to last however, Martin
shrewdly designed his new guns B0
i te cuickly switched out with his
removable deck panelg. Switch
the last sortie of the battle
ght hard for every point,
ad another of those "Fortunes
In a moment of misidentifica-
arby fired nis guns at and hit the
fleet mate, This normally would
another few holes added to the Axis
rnts later however, the Arizona start-
out genuine real live smoke from her
is was rot z planned effect, It was
n ome kind of electrical problem was
- ner hull,
tan immediately called for his "Five Minute

razidly became obvious that the problem
‘nere ir nis pump wiring. He had taken

¢ in the previous sorties but his

% z out of danger of sinking.
/as slovly ng on water and nis pumps

@ Wb

¢ his snir motionless but
ttocks by the rca would not allow it.

s were doing their best to
keep Fluegel distracted from the ailing ship.
finzlly, with what looked like only seconds to
29 bzicre the box deck would be awask, Stans
five zinutes were over., The Arizona was recovered

i on he Tir;itz. The Cesare went wide to pass
Tirritz port side and the Alabama spread right

Plow cieapnin

-

rom back to front, Bismarck, Arizona, & Texas
inrrlzet battle #1. Ehe lrison; can be seen list-
ing to port, her afterdeck almost awash.

still afloat.

Inspection revealed taat a BB from the Cesare
had jammed itself betwsen twc exposed electrical
contacts in the pump wiring, causing a direct
power short. The wiring for the Arizonas entire
pump system vas a mess of blackened spaghetti,

While all thie was happening, the Bismarck
ard Tircitz were aoing considerable damage tc the
renaining Allies, No longer could they make
pesses apgainst the Tirpitz and asxpect to ccome our
aheud on holes given versus holes received,

it the end of sortie three and the end of
fleet battle #1 tne Allies had put 130 points
cr. the Bismarck and only 20 on the Tirpitz.
the other hand thae Axis had hit the Texas for
20, Exeter for 20, Arizona for 215, Cesare for
10 and iAlabama for 360. Quite a come down from
ortie #2,

Yhenall was added touzether however, tae Allied
fleet was victorious, with 2825 points against
the Axis 2450 points.

Three cheers| This wss the first Allied fleet
vactory at a Championshiss since 1980,
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- "0ld Salt" Stan watkins gquickly locates
| an electrical problem.

Now it was time for the R/C Combat rookies
to get their feet wet (pun intended),

Fleet battle #2 was kind of a confusing mess.
Rather than deviding between Allied and Axis,
it was more a matter of trying to devide scme-
what equally between what ships were ready to
float at the appointed time., Some ships even
alternated between sides on different sorties.

Sortie #1 saw rookies Chris Lawsons USS St.
Paul and Dale Beavers EMS Hood against James
Fosters ITS Austin (a fictitious name attached
to a Pensacola class heavy cruiser), John Jass'
H¥5 Rodney, and Dave Garretts Guisseppe Garibaldi.

The action was not guite as furious as :he
experienced battle but some holes were exchanged.
The Garibaldi took a hit below the waterline which
wus serious enough that Dave Garrett elected to
take a 250 point penalty and withdraw from the
battle rather than go back out in sortie #2.

The only other damage was to the Hood which took
four hite in the hull,

Sortie #2 saw the 5t. Paul and Austin against
two newer rookies, Dave Schleivert and kis IJN
Aoba, and Dave Oswalds New Orleans class Cruiser
flying a Japanese flag. Dave Oswald was not a
pure rookie having fought Fluegel at his home a
couple of years ago, but this was his first ever
fleet action.

In this sortie the St. Paul and Austin put six
null hits and two superstructure hits in the Aob=z
and escaped without return damage. Dave Oswalds
ship was also undamaged.

The last sortie of this battle wus the St.

.Paul and Rodney versus t he Austin,



Fle-t battle #2, rookie battleships HMS Hood
¥ Rodney battle for survival.

Rodney came through untouched but the 5t.
four hull hits. They in return put two
and six superstructure hits on the

1. It was a confusing mess trying to score
battle, but the official results are, Allies

tvig G5
AX1E 20,

leet battle #3 was again an experienced battle.
Allies fielded the Alabama, (Cesare, Texas,
Austiin against the Axis Tirpitz, Bismarck,

and Yamatc. There were twoc com:carative
here, the sustin and the Yamato under
urphy.

this battle the Allies did not fare
¥ell as they had earlier., The shoot-

e Tirpitz and Bismarck was awesome,
tie #1 the Allies scored 295 points on

205 of that was on the Yamato, The
the good guys for 460 points,

#2 1s where the Allies were hurt. The
went dead in the water and :he Bismarck
vantage of the situation. Fluegel shot 1o
noles into the Austins hull and 20 holes in its

perstructure, Efforts by other Allies to dis-
the German ships aim were fruitless., This
mage put the Austln out of the battle, James
hdrew, adding 250 extra points to the Axis
sCore.

The “eaare and Alabama were alsc in trouble.
re had twc large ba,_ng holes in the
i1st above he waterline. The Alabamas btatt-
were getting low, The three remaining

Captains decided that a defensive holding
ion was their best course,

At the beginning of sortie #3 the Texas, Alabama,
ind Cesare all headed for the opposite side of

ne lake in order to make shots harder for the
¥ shi;s. Disaster immediately struck. The
gets stuck fast in a patch of floating
lfway across the lake, Disaster times

. Alabama goes dead in the water from a
ained receiver battery. This leaves the wounded
wesare to defend itself and the two immobilized
ps from the Bismarck, Tirpitz, and Hipper (tue
ato had withdrawn after sortie #2).

Since she could still fire her guns, the Texas

ed SO'lOUS 44Ja50. The helpless Alabama

tion, absorbing 15 hits in the
minutes were u;. The Cesare

y the Tirpitz, in its eager-
up tke stranded ships, also became

algae. Terry managed to put 15 holes
e Cesares guns,

at this time was having some kind

problems and was out of the action.
Bismarck on the other hand was chasing the
are and managed to get Terry for another dozen
nill hits before the end of sortie #3. Results,

1‘119a 112,. Axis 2600.

| o
£

-

Aftermath, fleet battle #3. Jeff Poindexter, with
addle, :anerers the recovery boat to pick up the
-ronded Alabama. The Tirpitz (at left)and Cesare

nter) ar stuck in algac. The Bismarck is

tha T

Tuesdays battling
This was 2 big disar oi
much was expected of

The Axis had come prepared wi
fledged convoy vessels while the
preoccupled with their battleships
prepared one old discarded cruiser
a convoy vessel,

As you can probably guess, the
event also, The Allies put 400 poi
u

one of the Axis merchant
Arizona were hard pressed
ship from the Bismarck and
The Allied convoy -
above and four below the waterline ard 15
in the superstructure. This gave the Axis
points. In addition they put another 610

damage on the covering battleships.
It is hoped that next year convoy
event everyone prepares for just as

battles.
Fleet battle #4 was a rookie event,
Allied ships at that., Fighting for the
ﬂonor was the Rodney under UOﬁn
ood under Dale Beaver.
this battle were the Au
the St. Paul under Chr
Sortie #1 ended
Axis 105 points.
out and was regl
the Exeter under
During sortie # : 5
guver known as ”‘racglng the Rod"., The
had two firing guns, one off each side, wi
bow gun., Normally, cutting across the bow
cpposing ship means a string of holes along
null, but since the Rodney had no bow armamer
s took advantage of this. More than once
ut directly across the Rod's bow and 1
t in the de with his aft gun as she cross:z3
is stern.
t the end of sortie %2 the Axis were ahead
again, 170 to 120. This was only a two sortie
battle, total score, Allies 175, Axis 275.

Fleet battle #5 was
cur‘tie cruiser bat‘lu. iser Cap ta;ﬁ: were
rower Gf tne n

The Allies
erry Darbys v
Axis fleet was
JLH Lutzow,
This was a very ezCiting battle.
fast ships maneuvered for position aga
other without fear of the broadside
was 80 often their undoing when bat
afloat,

Midway through sortie #1 the Hipper rs
trouble, her props fouled by weeds. Jazes we
called for "Five Minute Cut Of Control" rule,
which means he could still return fire if the
opportunity arose. The Astoria and sustin were
quick to take advantage of this situa
Lutzow did its best to protect his fl
but could not hold off both the dete

Shortly before his five minutes were

Hipper went down bow first. The Alli
ubilant once more. It seems that t
of the Graf Spee was not carrying o
Admiral Hipper.

At the end of sortie #1 it was Allies 320,
Axie 65.

Since the Austin had to drop out du
mechanical difficulty, sortie #2 was the Asticri
versus the Lutzow, This was a very even mc
between two experienced Captains with
cruisers. The action was tough
lost her speed cor Martin
shooting up the !
holes in he hull
results, Allies

14




#¢ was a battle between he Arizona

n the good side and the Bismarck and
itious Japanese name apylied te

ew orleans) on the bad gLvs,

vhere Fluegel ard nis Bismarck

shine, for the gunnery of 2is ship

¥y awesome,

first sortie the Arizons sluck to the

while the Alabama went for the cruiser.

e dur.ng tnis sortle the Mikawa became

-2'net the shore by the 'Bama and suff-

guences, The blg ship cruisea by

w.th both port firing guns, just

the Mikawas superstructure. LAt

sortie the cruiser had 19 holes

152

ismarck and Arizona wWere hard

: each other, Steve made 3 big mis-
tcok the Alabama over to help. The
the Alabama have it, The 'Bama end-
with 24 holes in her hull, 35 of which
c=low the waterline. Come on pumps,

through with only a2 few holes
t the Bismarck for 14 hull

s for 250 points.

napless Mikawa paid te price
i in a battleship
aits in tie hull and
¥ twop went down svern first, ‘the
1 g still flying. The Arizona and
czuld now concentrate on the German with
odis. Ve had him right whare he

{frunt) and DKM Bismarck pass broad-

23 splash from Bismarcks port gun.

sense of direction saved the 'Bama
note water being pumped from the

forward,

hull hits, the Bismarck put 6 hits
more on the Arizora,

s 305, fxis 1355. Fven after sink-
et, the Allies still lost by 450

fleet engagemerts hnave been covered,
one battles that took vlace

«hrie Lawsons St Paul anc James Wests
2ach other, The St Paul was ahead 40 to
f sortie #1, but the lipper won the battle
a score of LS tou 20,
#2.5 in another individual challenge on
he Yamato of Dennis Murphy. This time
r prevailed,

; beating the gigantic Janp

saw two old veterans., combat rivals,
law go for each others blood, Fluegels
~eff Poindexters USS Texas. This can
massacre, Neitier captain filled
the end of sortie '#1, but at the
ne 3ismarck wae afloat, the Texas was

holes in the Hismarck, two of which
erline, this made the Bismarcks pucps
sguirt of water into the air. The

L4 holes in hull and superstructure,

It seems that for some reason the super volume pumps
in the Texas had not turned on when they were s.pnosed
to.

tnother proslem encounterec by the Texas (also the
Ar.zona) was a bad listing problem, When taking on water
it listed, making the broadside guns ineffective. lne
sides guns pointed into the air, the other down intc
the water,

Wednesday the 13th was for R & k. Kot for rest :ma
relaxation, but for rebuild and repair. The workshop
room at Qak Grove Qommunity Center was crowded to cap=-
acity with busy modelers all day lcng.

Lfter two full days of battling most of the shijpe
looked like sieves, most notably the battleships,
Temporary shore side patches were pulled off and replac-
¢d by permanent repairs, all manner of mechanicsl proh-
lexs encountered sarlier were investigated and rencedi«:
and lights were installed on the ships that did not
have them. This last was for night battle which was
scheduled for 9:30 Wednesday night.

Wednesday alsc saw a few changes in faces, DJav.u
Oswald and Dennis Murphy nad to leave Vednesday mornir:
and return home to Lexington, Ky. Dan Dees flew into
Springfield from his home in Portland, Cregon. ;
the USS Colorado, had been sent anead by bus,
arrived safely,

Another ship was readying for its cumbat debut on
Aednesday. Joseph Salini had shown up on Sunday with hiz
model of the Conte de Cavour, an Italian bat:lesh
This nodel was opasicly an empty hull though, no
n3 speed control, no pump, ne guns, Joe spent

1d all nigat from Sunday to Wednesday buildi

"NOW, \WHICH SHIP USED THE
MARK=-NINE MINI-6URS T

shiy. Firully, on Wednesday evening, he was re.dy tc¢
battle, with twoc guns and one pump.

Night battle was, at first glance, going to uve wnuiner
one sided a alr, Six ships to three in fqvor of the
Allies. Practically the entire experienced fleets were
an the water, most of the roockies had wisely elected to
Jjust spectate.

The Allies put out the Colorado, Arisona, Alabana,
-exas, Uesare and Exeter. The Axis had only the Bismarck
Tirpitz, and Hipper, which turned out tc be quite eno:
This night battle was not as confusing as had be
the night action one year earlier in Amarillo, It had
been pitch black, you cculd not see your hand in frent
of your face, The lights of thre shipzs on tke water ra.
beer tne only thing you could see, Knowing tne patt
of lights carried by the ships was your only hope of
being atle to tell friend frcm foe.

Springfield was different, there was a larze oo

€ 4ol
about twenty yards from the north end of .the lake, abou:
sixty yards from the launch and battling area. As fla
lights were doused and ships were launched, eyes became
accustomed to the darkness, The distant glow of the pole
light was enough to diml, see shapes of ships, even w
taey had their lights off, It wes not encugh however,
identify ships by.

A8 the snips were launcrneo potterns cf rea anc gresi
running lights and ‘white beams from spot lights coulc
seen over the surface of the lake,

At the announcement that battle had commenced most
vaptains cut off running lights and search lights in
order to approach the enemy under cover of darkness.
Zvery few seconds a set of red and green running lignts
would flicker on, then off as a captain wished to verif:
his own ships location, speed and heading,

There is & real risk of collision in this type of Lat-
tiing, but that just adds tc the excitement. Nignt battle
is definetly not for the faint hearted,

Two dim shapes could be seen approaching one anotner.
Cne set of searchlignt beaus comes on, Illuminating t!
other ship., Quick! TIs it a friend or enemy? It's an ereny
vessel. FIRE!

The sound of Mk IX guns c¢ar be neard firing., The =

fier

of E3s hitting balsa is also heard, but who shot whiof
It is difficult to say.

Many such exchanges took place over the next fifteen
minutes. Sometimes a misidentification resulted in fleet
mates shooting at one another.




At tne end of sortie #) all of the Allied battlesnigs
nad damage, the lone Allied cruiser, Exeter, had come
through unscathed. All of the Axic vessels had taken dam-
a_e, but not nearly as badly zs the Allies. Exact points
figures are unxnown because everyone had decided to vpost-
cone scoring until te end of the battle when ships were
back under good lights in the workshop, 1S3

Sortie #2 started with an a.dition to the Axis fleet,
tne Conte de Cavour. The Colorado had also dropped out
of the Allies due to radio problems. Now it was five to
four.

During this sortie Terry Darby upheld his tradition
started at the '82 Championships in Amarillo when the
oria became the first ship ever to be sunk in night
action, After taking wore damage, the lights of the
sare could be seen dropping to the bottom of Sequiota
Lake.

At the end of sortie #2 and of night action, all the
lied battleships had taken more damage. Again the
Txeter came through untouched. The Axis also suffered
out came out the undisputed victors. Even without the
voints netted for sinking the Cesare they still
buld have won, Score, Axis 1930, Allies 930,

Thursday was scheduled as a day of fleet action, and
action there was aplenty. Five seperate fleet battles
as a matter of fact,

Fleet battle #7 was an experienced battle. The Allies
cut out the Texas, Alabama, Arizona, and Astoria, Terry
Jarby had run into mechanical difficulties with the
-esare, 80 he decided to go out with his cruiser. This
was a "Butterflies in Stomach"™ decision considering how
oadly cruisers had been faring against the battleships
all week. Fortunately, there were two cruisers in the
fleet for this battle, the Hipper and Garibaldi.
ounding up the Axis teum were the two main nemesis to
the Allies, Tirpitz and Bismarck.

This was one of the hardest fought battles of the week.

ver half the 4980 points posted during this battle were
:red during tie first sortie. Both sides suffered heav-
Hipper continued to run afoul of Allied BBs.
22 hits in he port side of her hull. This sent
h tc the bottom post haste, The Tirpitz also suffered,
taring 13 hull and 11 superstructure holes. The Bismarck
ard Garibaldi came off relatively light on damage.

on the Allies 1de the Texas and Alabama took the most
cinishment, receiving 24 and 13 hull hits respectively.

Due to the sinking of the Hipper, the Allies were
nzad at the end of sortie #1, 1740 to 1025,

Sortie #2 began with the Alabama in big trouble. Two

11 noles below her waterline and one large hole just
line were letting in a lot of water. Fortunately
pumps seemed tc be handling it. Then, without warning,
t five minutes into the sortie, disaster! The pumps
stopped. A minute or so later the 'Bama slid beneath the
surface. This brought the Axis up about even with the
4llies on points,

Sortie #3 1s where the Allies really lost it. The Ari-
zona went dead in the water. Before her five minutes
vere over she had become home for 31 Axis BBs, all through
1ie hull,

Results of battle #7, Axis 2725, Allies 2255,

Fleet battle #B was mainly rookies, the Rodney and
$alt Lake City versus the St Paul and Austin, These last
two were flying the Axis flag.

During sortie #1 the Axis were penalized 500 pain:s
winen the 5t Paul accidentally rammed and sank the Salt
Laxe uity. he St Paul dropped out at the end of scrtie
4 Juc to rad* probleus.
er one sided., James Fosters Austin
Rodneys stisrboard side. thr:: hull
hich were on and three below the water-
10 hits in the superstructure ne.uun
he Aixis. Ending score, Axis 429, Allies

"

was another cruiser battle, The Ex-
against the lipper and Lutzow,

the Lutzows stern gun opened a hole in
ide amidships and sent her to the

e Astoria managed to hold her own
erman cruisers. Tctals Axis 760,

Fleet battle #10 saw the Rodney and Colorado against
tne wonte de Cavour, Garibaldli, and Austin.
uring sortie #1 the Cavour took four hits below her
aterline. Her sums kept her afloat but Joe Salini de-
cided to withdraw from the battle rather than chance

Dave Garrett called for his "five min-
at the start of combat becCause the = = : - J
d T'op photo; Flee batt F US3 3¢ ante ty

refused to operate. This left the Austin bt du;"“lifi,ir.“LE-'GZ i B s an
the two Allied battleships. She fought fa;éiroun“ua aﬂi;;‘ﬁéd‘n? e e Vi
scoring 180 coints on them but recei g e P 1 s neYiAN. E0e
bargain. Batt le #10 results, Allies 595, second photo; 3Srian Spychalski rec

- 5 b - 1
%as a Mcuuin& between the real ola :_m- Trird phot --*11Qal challer

P 1
tins and Poindexter with U5, St raul,
sus 5chneider and Fluegel Bottom photo; David Schlievert arc zryars Ly
These four Caztains, alc chnalski raise the sunken IJN Aoba,

etitors at the 19
R/C Combat has come a long

Ceond nn:f,-,u)



since then. Maybe it should be said that the Axis have
ccme a long way since then., They won this one sortie ,51?
battle with a score of 670 to 80.
There were tnree one on one battles on Thursday. The
.ustin fought and sank Dave Schlieverts model of the
. Dave had a very tight deck seal on this ship.
down very slowly and practically level, resebl-
a submerging submarine more than a sinking ship.
ttled so slowly that Dave was able to jump into
n ter, wade to the spot where it went under, and
atch it before it hit the bottom. Austin 865, tha 0.
The Austin also fought the St Paul. Both ships were
scoreless in the first sortie, but came back strong in
. second, The Austin hit the St Paul twice in the hull
imes Ln the upper works, The S5t Pauls shoot-
little high, hitting the Austin once in
times in the superstructure. The Austin
e to one of the holes in the St Paul
int hit on the waterline.
dg}, the Alabama challenged the Conte de
vours captain agreed to the challenge on
hat the Alabama only use two guns, thus
u-l to the Cavour in firepower., Steve
1 or.ditions and pinned the barrels of four
ns Leavinb the Alabama with one bow and one port-
de gun. The rookie battleship put up a good fight but
; Y the more experienced ship, Score,
de

[

be all fleet bat-
s of hard battling

1S ¥ would rather devote
11l challenges. A ehow of hands wote

af ‘e" four da
felt that th

leet battle about midduy beiween the
on one side und tke Astoria and
s

a real couedy c¢f err:rs, especially
situation are fuany. There were a total
;ing rams recorded or the battle reports

e rye

ed the Astoria for most of sortie

a lot of BBs in tke pursuit, Close tc

sortie Captain Darty pulled the Astoria

hore and stopped. When suked why ne was not

i "The Alabamas megazinss are empty".

forgot to do was cneck with the Alabamas
nnen pleces of the Astorias sugerstruc-

flying inte the water he said, "Nope, I

‘5r't empty."

hase following, the Astoria cculd be szen

ia and Austin gained reinforcements in the
#nen 12 year old Ladonna Pcirdexter made
but with her model of the French cruiser

alavama experienced a close call in the second
ie when her speed control malfunctioned, leaving
=53 in the water for about half a minute. Fortun-
tne Astoria and Austin were busy chasing the Rod-
iid not notice her disability until just before
=gained control., The problem was later diagnosed
» material under the wiper arm on the speed

5.80 had a close shave waen she could be
in te water and her R/C operated switch
ivate ner pump. Everyone was anticipating
ins Wnzn -.rr. finally managed to get the pump to
Jn. The Astoria quLkly rose up higher in the water
: pump did its work.

Rodney managed to exact a little toll from the
and Algerie during this sortie wnen they failed
sroper respect for her broadside guns,

ba : 8 460, cruisers 280,

| ine seperate individual challenges on
rer and 5t Paul went at each other one
per came out ahead 15C to 70,

d Allies from Amarillo, Stan Watkins and
exter, had their ships turned into imitations
ta'*nts in battles against their two old ad-

Ilutﬁ\‘ and Schneider,

'tz Edrd the Texas by »utting 29 holes in her

r oper works, Tirpitz 1090, Texas 150.
between the Ariz-ona and Bismarck the
to 100. As if this wasn't encugh, they
is time the Arizona lost 850 to 255.

these two Germa: battleskips was simp-

oo
by Lo

o3

Austin fougnt a two sartle battle in
hot No. 3 turret tclean off the Aus-
becoming a very *de Captain at
£ and retaliated in kind, The Astoria
damage. Austin 14C, Astoria 190,

and Exeter had a two sortis battle, Both
#ere shooting a little higa, Only two of
Eizper connecting wita the British
All remaining holes were in the upper
two vessels. Hipper 90, Exeter 45.

ever Powder Puff battle between Ladonna

s Alborie and Mary Hamiltons German Z-38

t2ok rlace that day. Mary and her destroyes
s #incla hit on the Alse fos hull, 20 to 0.

A L | ——— iy W WY P AT

Top; DKM Admiral Hipper cruises by the sinsing
HMS Exeter during fleet battle #9.

Second photo; A salvo of BBs makes froth of the
water between DKM Tirpitz and USS Texas.

Tnird photo; DKM Lutzow and U335 Astoria (back)
pass each other. With twc cruisers there is no
fear of the deadly broadside guns that give
battleships such an edge.

Bottom photo; Life in the pits, James Foster
prepares the Austin for her next sortie,



The Colorado and Bismarck had a one sortie battle.
Fluegel ggain showed his excellent gunnery skills,
shooting 12 holes into the Colorado. Dan managed to put
only 3 in the Bismarck. There was a dual fault ram in
this battle in which both captains were penalized 20
points, Results, Bismarck 145, Colorado -5.

The last recorded battle of the day and of the 1983
Championships was between the terrible Tirpitz and the
Alabama, This was probably the quickest one sortie
battle on record. For the first three minutes the ships
circled, exchanging salvos. Then, the Alabama made a
180 degree turn to meet he Tirpitz broadside to broad-
side. As she crossed over her own wake she started pit-
ching, her bow rising and falling in the small waves.

At this very moment the Tirpitz passed by starboard to
starboard and both ships fired. The fate of the 'Bama
was sealed at that moment, for the broadside salvo from
the Tirpitz had caught the ship with her bow out of the
water, about an inch of red showing. Four enormous holes
opened in the Alabamas hull below the waterline.

Almost immediately all three of the ships operating
pumps came on, a sure indication of big trouble. Captain
Milholland knew his ship was a goner, and turned about
to make one final death charge against his adversary.
The ships passed port to port and exchanged BBs. Seconds
later tue Alabama sank bow first, her props and rudders
stuck straight up as she went down. .

Later study of the videotape taken of this battle re-
vealed that the Alabama remained afloat only 47 seconds
after that fateful pass. Good shooting Martin.

Sixteen holes in the 'Bama combined with a combat
sink gave the Tirpitz a clean victory. The Alabama drew
blood from the German however, the Tirpitz had 14 holes
in hull and superstructure. Score, Tirpitz 1155, Ala-
bama 235. -

The greatest R/C Warship Combat event ever was offic-
ially over at 4:00 PM, July 15th, 1983.

-~

*«* AND HERE 1% THE conTEST DIRECTOR

. TRYING To

g s GET A CLOSE-UP pPHoTO oF

ALABAMA".

The only scheduled event remaining was the banguet
and rules meeting.

The banquet was highlighted by the awarding of
trophies, campaign ribbons, purple sinkers, and the
drawing for prizes donated by this years sponsors.

The trophy for High Point Rookie went to James
Foit:r'with combined fleet/individual score of 2726
points..

The trophy for Best Scale Appearance was a voted
award, Dan Dees USS Colorado won by one vote over D W
Fluegels DKM Bismarck. Both are very beautiful models.

High Sortie Average in Fleet Battle was won by D W
Fluegel for capital ships, with an average of 359
points per sortie.

The non capital ship award was won by James West
with 155 points per sortie. A minimum of seven sorties
was required to be elegible for one of these awards.

The High Sortie Average in Individual Challenge for
capital ships was won by D W Fluegel with a 471 point
average.

The non capital ship trophy went to rookie James
Foster with a 222 point average. James is no longer
a rookie. A minimum of four sorties was required to be
elegible for one of these last two awards,

The High Point Overall award for the '82-'83 battling
season, otherwise known as the von Fluegel Traveling
Trophy, changed hands this year. In 1981 and 1982 it had
been won by the awesome battling skill of Martin
Schneider, In 1983 however, D W Fluegel, the originator
of the trophy, won it for himself with a fantastic
annual score of 22,375 points. Congratulations Flueg.

A1l competitors received a campaign ribbon for atten-
ding the Championships. Ribbons were awarded to those
who were in the victorious fleet of a fleet battle and
who won an individual challenge. Bronze stars were given
for each win after the initial one.

The award noone wants, yet cherishes the most (7) Lot
after getting it is the Purple Sinker, a purple ribbon
with a lead fishing sinker dangling from the bottom. €A
It 18 given to anyone who suffers a sink due to combat
damage. James West had the biggest Purple Sinker, with
three dangles, one for each time his ship went down dur-
ing the week. Other recipients were, Dave Schlievert,
David Oswald, Terry Darby, Jeff Poindexter, Dan Hamilton,
and Steven Milholland.

Many thanks must go to the sponsors of the 1983 R/C
Warship Combat Chamficnahips. g

Ace R/C Inc., Hull Busters, The International Naval
Research Organization, Model Warship Products, Repla
Tech Intl., R/C Modeler Magazine, Satellite City, Taub-
man Plans Service, Vantec, and Wallace Hobbies all
donated cash and/or prizes.

The most sought after prizes were donated by Futaba
Corp., who sent a two channel radio, 32nd Parallel, who
sent one of their fabulous German Schnellboote kits,
and the Naval Institute Press, who sent two books on
U S Destroyers and U S Aircraft Carriers.

After the banquet, awards, and prizes, all compet-
itors adjourned to Qak Grove Community Center for the
annual rules voting. There was much debate, proposals,
and counter proposals before the voting was completed.
Twenty-two changes and/or new rules were added to the
list for the 1984 season. e

The most notable rule change was a marked disarm-
ament of the capital ships. Battleships and battle-
cruisers had become so devastating with their firepower
this year that even very experienced cruiser captains
were reluctant to set sail when enemy capital ships were
afloat. Strangely enough, it was the capital ship cap-
tains themselves who first proposed the disarmament,
and then hammered out a compromise which was accept-
able to capital ship and non capital ship captains alike.

For details of this change and others, see the up-
dated "Rules of R/C Warship Combat".

Another decision reached at this meeting was the lo-
cation of next years biggest event, Due to the lake,
accomodations, cooperation of the city, and central
location, it was almost a unanimous decision to have the
'84 Championships in Springfield, Missouri. Terry Darby
will be the contest director and Steven Milholland will
be the host.

At the end of the meeting there were many good-byes
and shaking of hands as competitors made ready to re-
turn home, A few left right then, some would leave first
thing Saturday morning, others would stay over for an
extra day before starting their trips home. No matter
where or when they were going, all had one thing in
common, memories of the biggest, most eventful R/C War-
ship Combat event ever.

Yes, Sequiota Lake is now calm, undisturbed by the
sounds of battle,......but not for long....eoc..

FALINI
T —

Im AT
SEQUIOTA PARK RIGHT NEXT TO THE LAKE ",

"CAN YOU SEND A Tow TRUCK ?

C——

MANY THANKS

I would like to express appreciation to
who helped make the '83 Championships what

To Chris Lawson and Julius Milholland, who
long, hot, tiring Saturdays scraping weeds
of the lake in Sequiota Park.

To Jim DiGiovanni and Dan Kinney of the Springfield
Park Board who not only gave approval but went out of
their way to make sure we had a lake and workshop space.

To Terry Darby, Jeff Poindexter, Joe Salini, and Dan
Dees who stayed up till 4:00 AM Friday morning figuring
scores,

Without the help of the following gentlemen we literall
would not have had a contest site.

To George K. Hansen of Applied Biochemists, Inc. who
supplied us with the proper aquatic herbicides tc clean
up the lake.

Very Special Thanks to Dave Pitts of the Missouri Con-
servation Department who donated his time and expertise
to help rid Sequiota Lake of the weeds and algae that

choked the waters surface from shore to shore only two

weeks prior to the contest, Thanks JM

some people
it was,

spent several
and algae out
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1! Horrendous below the waterline damage on the Ala-
bama caused by the "Turribul Tirzitzn,

2' Lavid Garretts Italian cruiser, Guessippe Garibaldi,
Z) Joseph 5alini and Stan Watkins inspect the Conte

¢ wavour for damage.

Tavid J. Oswald and IJN Mikawa,

Lan Jees and best of scale shiz USS Colorado.
contest Director Steve Milholland and USS Alabama,
The lakes edge, Dennis Murphy has just launched
Yamate and is now looking for his truss,

Martin Schneider (left) and Terry Darby check
“Mroitz for daTtage betweern aarties.
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CAPTAIN & FLEET BATTLE Sorties INDIVIDUALS TCTALS
SHIP 1 258 G il B e 7 9 10 11 12 Tot, § Avg., Tot. S Avg. S Pts
D ¥ Fluegel »
Eismarck 1072 = 968 1425 - =~ 904 632 1120 = = = 335 - 5031 14 359 3295 7 4N 21 975
Martin Schneider -
Tirpitz 1072 - 968 1425 - = - 632 1120 - = 335 = 4127 12 344 2245 2 1123 | 18 3960
Lutzow R - = 283 - - - = 380 -~ = =« 663 4 166 et
Steve Milholland
Alabama 648 - 320 - = = U456 184 592 - = = = 230 2430 14 174 535 2 268 |16 2965
James Foster .
Austin - 30160 - 136 4L10 = - = 600 - 166 = 114 1616 14 115 1110 5 222 |19 2726
Terry Darby \
Cesare 648 - 320 - - =« - 184 - - = - = 1152 '8 W& 190 2 95 |12 2526
Astoria PRl - 5% - - 35 - 18 - 114 1184 9§ 132 i
Stan Watkins "
Arizona 648 - - LOO - - 456 1By 608 - - = 4LO = 1936 10 194 355 4 B89 |14 2491
Jeff Poindexter -
Texas 504 - 320 400 - - = 184 704 = - = L0 - 1752 11 159 420 3 140 W 2372
James West
Hipper 328 « 216 = = 35 = 310 VR =150~ |~ - 1395 -9 155 305 6 51 15 1700
John Jass |
Jodney - 72 - - 112 = - - - 250 - 298 - 230 62 10 96 - - 10 962 |
Dan Hamilton Fipaebt -
Ixeter 34 = = e MY e liem R e w e iy = 559 7 80 45 2 . 85 9 604
Joseph Salini ~
v cavour i e wilow ke AR Lk tm R e e 496 2 248 65 1 65 3 :611
David Garrett . |
G Garibaldi - 20 - - - o e St | R TR T | 506 5 101 - = - 5 5061
David Oswald :
Mikawa - 0 = - - = h08 = - - = - = - ko2 2 11 - = - b uiE'
Dennis Murphy
Yamato - - 432 - - - - - - = - - - - 432 2 216 101 10 Bt
vhris Lawson : ‘ :
5t Paul - 252 = - 13 = - - -=180 = = = = 208 & 35 185 7 26 13 333 ;
Dan Dees !
Colorado - - = e e R e w wl 2ORIG e e 390 T8RS =51 =5 i, P
Dale Beaver
Hood = B .e Cay Wy e e e e e e e R e e &5 B0k
Brian Spychalski
Salt Lake - w» - - - - = - 120 = = = - 192 2 96 - - = 2 162
La Donna Poindexter H
Algerie e oy W W m - il RS T BaE Rk el T o T Ett 2 56 !
Mary Hamilton :
z-38 AL R e B PR R o SN e el e e 201 20 1 20
David Schlievert
Aoba - 0 - oot R T ~ R e e S o 539 I B 2

* Convoy scores are not figured
are figured into Championship

From left to right, Jeff Lawson,
Chris Lawson, and James West.

points

Dan Hamilton ge
first taste o?

into fleet totals but

totals.

ts ready for his
night combat.

Night again, D ¥ Fluegel read-

ies the Bismarck for battle,




OFFICIAL POINT STAN
END OF 1982-83 BATT

DINGS AT THE
LING SEASCN
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CONCLUSION

There 1t is, tne SPECIAL EDITION,
Maybe this issue will be a breath of fresh air to everyone was is

lanme Points Place tired of reading the ravings of a depraved Axislcnftain. 3
"o It was a lo:z of fun putting together a whole issue of Hull Bust:ar:
;a;tiﬁugggieider gf’BZE é by myself but I'm glad that it is finished, 'cume E' K b
Terry Darby 9' 39 3 At %his point there are zo plans for a reprint, If you or aryén:
Stan Watkins ?'!ot " else needs an exira copy of this issue, the only way to get it will oe
Jeff Poindexter 6:866 5 as part of the Annual Hull Busters. See Fluegel for pric: and avail-
Steve Milholland 6,611 6 ability. RS e e
James Test 5,894 ? I would 41Li to take a few momsnts for some personal reflg-.ia" .
James Foater 5. 452 8 The summer of 19323 is one I will no: soon forget, The_prcparat;ans_:
Dennis Murpny 2’096 o a Championships event, meeting all the newComer: L0 the nobby, visiti-y
Johkn Jaed 1’92k 10 with the cld timers, and the battling itself, a&ll these things nade
San- Hamt Tton 1'71 1 1983 a very special year for me,
Larry Manofsky 1,35 12 I an already looking fcrward ¢o rext years main event, This tice.
Savid Gerrett 1'279 13 1 will not be the ccntest director, Terry Darby has that dudbious hornor,
5411y Gainer 1’155 1% but as host I will stfll te making all the local preparations,
Joseph Salini 11122 15 In 1984 there will be some new faces representing the home towr
Hals Seiter I'OBQ 16 c;uwd. In_additlan to Chris Lawson and me there will be Jim Lish:r,
Savid Oawald '90 17 #ho alreacy Za€ 3 Pensacola on the water., He has no guns mounted yet
Chris Lawson 28 18 but, look out Axis cruisers, he is good at maneuvering. Chris' broth:r
3rian 3pychalski 733 19 Jeff has a zodel =f the Naichl undar construction. There are also o
Dan Deee 730 20 few more ships of verious paretuasion under way eroun towr,
¥ay Toindextar 503 21 At long last, maybe there will be¢ some loccl battles here in good

y' Dace 33, a2z old Springfield,
Tom Darby 248 23 Usually Fluegel has sowme egdc2atric statements to throw in at tre
La Donne coindexter 112 24 erd of eath Hull Susters, I guess [ should follow tradition,
“ary Humilton 40 25 ; I just want to let everyone kaow that the High Scoring Allied
- Jnckéon s 26 Captain of the 1353 Championships is out for Axis blced in 1984,

e Schlievert 0 2 Axis cruiser beware! My model of tiae USS Indianapolis is steaming
36t Spychalski 0 i Just on the hirizon, The Bismarck and Tirpitz have rot heard tre lus
Loy RmAmussen 0 2 of the Sattlin 'Bama. She will te back stronger tnar ever next yaar,

As fcr the von Fiuegel Travellng Trophy, it is destined t: sit
on & shel: in Springfield, Missourl arter the next Championships.
How was that Flueg? Did T do good?
741l next year,
Keep your freon dry,

djiisei. §a%4é¥0$aLn(?
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Milholland

R+ 9, Bex 492
Springfield, Mo.
e c580%




